Are you struggling with your allegiance to Jesus while paying taxes to Caesar?  Consider participating in the Taxes for Peace interest group of the Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (http://www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/) that will be meeting at 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 24, 2010 at the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Ave., Lancaster, Pa. 17601.  Enter the doors at the car-roof in the back parking area of the church.  This is an opportunity to explore the consequences of the U.S. military budget, to learn about alternatives to paying federal taxes that support U.S. war making, and to seek ways for people of faith to witness on behalf of life-enhancing uses of their taxes.  If you wish to attend, or for further information, contact H.A. Penner (penner@dejazzd.com; 717-859-3529).

REMEMBER the Chatter, Chow & Cheerful Service event on Saturday morning, April 24, 9:00AM-12:30PM at the MCC Material Resources Center in Ephrata.  Plan to bring along a pint of soup to “add to the pot”.  You may contact Beth Parson at 335-3107 or Heidi Stoltzfus by email at stoltzfushe@lancastermennonite.org with any questions.
 

FOREST HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH will be hosting a piano concert on Saturday, May 8, at 7 p.m., to benefit Bridge of Hope.  Accomplished guest pianist George Bixler from Orrville, Ohio will present Things I Like, an assortment of sacred hymns, classical, jazz, and popular pieces, including Broadway and film selections, on the church's Estonia Grand Piano.  The concert is free; a freewill offering will be received to benefit Bridge of Hope.  For further information, call 717-656-6227 or email fhmc@foresthillschurch.org.

GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$10,174
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$140,591
$184,327

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 243
Lead Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers

Worship Planning Team: Jim S. Amstutz, Ron Guenther, Patricia Martin, Deb & JW Sprunger, Cheryl Zook
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488
www.akronmench.org
AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
Third sunday of easter

Clutching our cherished certainties, we are confronted with an enlarged vision of what God is up to. Like Saul, we surrender what we thought was true and give ourselves 
to a new way of seeing the big picture of God’s action.



April 18, 2010

Song Leader
Patricia Martin
Worship Leader
Jim S. Amstutz
GATHERING 

Gathering Music
Sue Broaddus & Diane Gehman
Welcome and invitation of guests


Leader: The Lord is risen!


People: He is risen indeed!


Call to Worship
 


Leader:
From darkness to light,



from weeping in the night to joy in the morning,


People:
we rejoice in you, O Christ!


Leader:
From unbelief to belief,



from poor vision to a more perfect sight,


People:
we rejoice in you, O Christ!


Leader:
From clouded minds to clear thinking,



from pride to humility,


People: 
we rejoice in you, O Christ!

PRAISING

I know that my Redeemer lives

HWB 277
Opening Prayer

Lift your glad voices





   HWB 275
Dedication of offering
Jim S. Amstutz
Offertory

(Bryan Moyer Suderman)
I love you Lord

Men’s Choir


HEARING THE WORD
Children’s Time
Jim S. Amstutz

Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are: Jim & Donna Shenk; Maggie Weaver, Rachel Smucker
Sittin’ By The Window Prayin’

(Ken Medema)
Scripture
Acts 9:1-31
Tyler Horst
Sermon
Saul’s journey toward conversion
Ervin Stutzman
RESPONDING

Open my eyes, that I may see

HWB 517
Affirmation of faith – This is the threefold truth 
HWB 335
ACC Report

John Weber
Announcements and updates

Lord, listen to your children

HWB 353
Prayers of the people

Jim S. Amstutz

The Lord lift you up

WMV 36
Benediction


COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Eileen Byler and Frieda Hildebrandt.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)
We welcome Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director of Mennonite Church USA.  He will speak during Discipleship Hour in the sanctuary with a question and answer format.  Any youth or adult class is welcome to attend the second hour session.

TODAY
FLOWERS given by Dorothy & Ira Nolt
SOUND PERSON: Vernon Glick
NURSERY CHURCH: Susan Hurst, Ruth Detweiler
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt, Sara Wiegner
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Anne Weaver, Barb Weaver
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Miriam Buckwalter, Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: No preschool church
MUG WASHERS: Barb & Kevin Erb
COFFEE SERVERS: Bob & Naomi Wyble

THIS WEEK
April 24
Bryan Moyer Suderman concert @ 7PM 

LOoKING AHEAD

April 25
MYF Sunday

April 25
Share-A-Life spring flower hike

May 2
Fellowship Meal

May 6
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM with Jim Smucker as presenter

May 11
Congregational Life meeting @ 6:45PM

May 11
Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM

June 20-23 
Children’s Peace Camp, K-5, 6:30-8PM each evening, AMC

PRAYERS

Irma Bowman had back surgery on Thursday at Lancaster General Hospital. She is hoping to be home by this weekend.
Gladys Stoesz suffered a brain bleed on Monday morning.  After two days at Ephrata Hospital she was moved to Hospice of Lancaster County.  The family has gathered, waiting her release.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Parent Trek Discipleship Hour offering beginning April 25 is Adult Crossings. This 11 part series examines the core biblical stories that every Christian should know. The idea is to increase our biblical understanding as parents so that we can better help our children know the faith story.  Pastor Jim will be leading the series utilizing a DVD clip each week along with a journal for each household.  All parents are welcome to participate. The series concludes on July 19.
On May 2 we are celebrating spring with a Salads Fellowship Meal.  If you are a family, plan to bring enough for approximately 16 people.  Couples and single households, bring a quantity that seems fair to you.  MYF will be providing an ice cream bar as a fund raiser for their activities.
The SENT Committee is asking AMC for contributions to a grocery bag drive to support the work of Ephrata Area Social Services.  The bags may be brought to the church beginning April 25 with a final collection target date of May 9, 2010. Items particularly needed by EASS at this time are:  pancake mix, syrup, box pudding, jelly, juices, cake mix, crackers, macaroni and cheese, and green beans.  Please place items in regular grocery bags.  Thank you once again for your generous participation,
Understanding the New Staffing Configuration - Everyone is invited to attend an interactive learning session with Jim Hanna and Linda Crockett of the Samaritan Counseling Center on Friday evening, May 7 from 7 - 9PM, and Saturday morning, May 8 from 9 – 11AM.  It is important that you attend both sessions.  Please use the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer.  Childcare will be provided.   

