You are invited on Saturday, April 10 to the Annual Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society Banquet & Program, 6:15 pm, at Yoders Restaurant in New Holland. Banquet and program open to all, with author and Goshen College professor, Steve Nolt, Stories from 300 years of Lancaster Mennonite History. Reservation deadline is Tuesday April 6, 2010. Please call Dorothy Siegrist at LMHS at 393-9745. Come early and browse the book table.  

You are invited Elizabethtown College’s 2010 Ware Lecture on Peacemaking, which features internationally recognized hostage negotiator and humanitarian Terry Waite. Reflecting wisdom and experience gained over years of difficult hostage negotiations and captivity, Waite’s message, “Resolving Conflicts: The Test of Humanity,” will offer timely and relevant advice in an era of conflict and turmoil. The event will be held Tuesday, April 13, at 7:30 p.m. in Leffler Chapel and Performance Center on our campus.  This special event is free of charge. Because of limited seating, tickets are required and can be obtained by calling our Ticket Hotline at 717-361-4757.
You are invited to participate in the 13th Annual Lancaster County Messiah Sing-a-long to be held at Westminster Presbyterian Church on Friday, April 9 at 7PM.  To discover more details about the history of this unique opportunity, visit the web at: www.messiahsingalong.com
ACC Spring Assembly: Saturday, April 17 – 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please plan to join us for our Annual Spring Assembly Celebration at CrossWay Church in Ocean City, MD. Ervin Stutzman will be the keynote speaker. 
Franconia-Lancaster Choral Singers & Orchestra will present The Creation on Saturday, April 17 @ 7:30PM at Zion Mennonite Church, Souderton and on Sunday, April 18 @ 3PM at Neffsville Mennonite Church.   Advanced tickets are $10 and tickets at the door will be $12.
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$7,465.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$117,634.75
$159,750

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 241
Lead Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488; fax: 717-859-3942

www.akronmench.org
AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
easter SUNDAY


April 4, 2010

Song Leader
Jon Clemens
Worship Leader
Sara Wiegner
GATHERING 

Gathering Music 
Hymn Sing
Call to Worship – (Words for Worship, #46)
 

Leader:
This is the day which the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
People:
This is the day the stone is cast aside, and the mantle of darkness is cast away!
Leader:
Be glad and rejoice – God has swallowed up death forever.
People:
This is the day of salvation.
Leader:
The Lord of light has come and reigns forever.  Christ is risen!

People:
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen.
PRAISING

This is the day the Lord has made

HWB 642
Opening Prayer
Sara Wiegner
Christ the Lord is risen today




   HWB 280
Children’s Story
Lynne Beth


No Preschool Church today
Dedication of offering


Offertory – Low in the grave he lay

HWB 273


HEARING THE WORD

Scripture
Luke 23:56b-24:12
Anne Weaver
Sermon
Letting go, holding on!
Jim S. Amstutz
Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks

WMV 43
RESPONDING
Affirmation of faith

HWB 710
Leader: We affirm that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Miriam, Hannah, and Mary is our God.

People:  We affirm that God has come to us in our likeness, taking the form of a servant in Jesus of Nazareth.

Leader:  We believe that God, in Christ, suffered the pain and agony of the cross to provide for our salvation.

People:  We believe that God demonstrated power over sin and death by raising Jesus from the dead and declaring that the risen Christ is Lord.

Leader:  God has given us new life and freedom in the fullness of the Holy Spirit, who is the guide and power of the community of believers.

ALL:  We believe that in the end, God’s rule of peace and justice will be fully established and that Jesus Christ will reign forever and ever.

Prayers of the people

Jim S. Amstutz

Thine is the glory

HWB 269
Sending

Welcome and Introductions

Announcements



COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Ethel & Jerry Shenk.
TODAY
SOUND PERSON: Dale Hershey
NURSERY CHURCH: Dawn, Barry and Meghan Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: No Nursery
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Kris Leaman, Marilyn Langeman, Kate Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Sara Wiegner, Grace Weber 
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Jim & Donna Shenk; Kate Smucker, 


Rebecca Martin
MUG WASHERS: Marion & Verna Schrock
COFFEE SERVERS: Bob & Naomi Wyble
No Music/Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes today.
THIS WEEK
April 5
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

LOoKING AHEAD

April 11
    Venture club roller-skating @ Overlook Rink from 1-4PM 
April 11 
Conscientious Projector  night  with Scott Sundberg showing an MDS     video & discussing current MDS work @ 7PM, Assembly Room
 
April 13
    Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM
 

April l7
ACC Spring Assembly, CrossWay Church, Ocean City, MD

April 17
MYF Pig Roast & MYF Scholarship Auction, 4:30PM - ?

April 18
Ervin Stutzman guest speaker for morning worship

April 24
Bryan Moyer Suderman concert @ 7PM (more info in April newsletter)
May 11
Congregational Life meeting @ 6:45PM

June 20-23 
Children’s Peace Camp, K-5, 6:30-8PM each evening, AMC

Scripture for next Sunday: John 20:19-31; Acts 5:27-32
PRAYERS

The loving care shown to us by our church family during Glenn's hospitalization and recuperation through prayer, visits, phone calls, e-mails, cards, flowers, and home visits were deeply appreciated and made a difference.  We have been blessed!  Thank you! ~ Glenn and Anne Weaver
I wish to thank our friends at AMC for your prayers, cards, phone calls and flowers that came my way during the February hospital stay and March surgery.  I’m improving each day and Carolyn and I hope to be in Akron soon.  ~ John Horst
Thank you for the love and support shown to us in the passing of our mother and grandmother.  The planter is another beautiful reminder of your kindness.  ~ Terri, Phil, Joy, Tim, Caleb, Hannah and Philip Hess

Lloyd Chapman is scheduled for outpatient corrective back surgery on Monday.
Anna Martin anticipates outpatient ankle surgery on Tuesday in York. 
Kay Weidner is scheduled for knee replacement surgery at Ephrata Community Hospital on Monday.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Want to surprise someone or yourself with a "spot of spring"?  The spring flowers in the foyer will be for sale during coffee/tea fellowship time.  If you would like to purchase one, see Donna Shenk in the foyer.
The felted blanket/wall hanging in the arts and symbols corner in the foyer was created by the Venture Club kids and their leaders.  This piece of art will be sold at the MYF Auction.  Take a look and consider bidding!

THE MENNONITE group subscription renewal is due today.  If you wish to receive The Mennonite please see that the blue form is completed and a $35 check made payable to Akron Mennonite Church is given to Janet Weber.
A Town Hall meeting with Community Basics regarding the Cloister Heights affordable housing apartments in Ephrata is set for Thursday, April 8, 6:30 p.m. at the Ephrata Borough Hall.  If there are too many people, they will go across the street to the Fire Hall. Any support you can give to help this needed project move forward would be appreciated.  ~ Jim S. Amstutz
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:  Please consider donating blood to the Red Cross.  The regional branch of American Red Cross will hold a Community Blood Drive at Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), 21 South 12th St., Akron, on Sat., April 24.  The drive will be in the MCC Dining Hall (behind the offices) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Please call 299-5566 Ext. 220 or visit RedCrossBlood.org to schedule an appointment to be a donor.  Thank you!  
                                                                                                                 ~ Tina Mast Burnett
