A College Student Class is being offered for college students and recent graduates during the winter break, meeting off-site at Marc & June Hershberger's home at 100 East End Avenue (behind the church) on the following dates: 12/13, 12/20, 1/3, 1/10, 1/17. This will be a time of sharing and connecting with one another, discussing scripture and how it relates to us today... over coffee and doughnuts.
Please drop off the following items on Sunday morning December 20th to be served at the Christmas Tea at 6:00PM.  Using your family last name, those A-H bring 2 lbs of cubed cheese; I-P bring 8-10 servings of washed fresh fruit including grapes, apples, strawberries and/or pineapple; and Q-Z bring 3 dozen cookies.

What better way to celebrate the Christmas season than to curl up with a good book?  Come see what the AMC library has to offer!  While books may be check out for four weeks at a time, we do encourage you to be mindful of others and return holiday books after seven days.  ~ The Library Committee

Akron 2010 New Year’s Eve Shoe-Drop: Please help community children by donating new tennis shoes of any size into the shoe box in the foyer.  Shoes collected will be donated to Ephrata Area Social Services. They also would like 10 dozen individually wrapped cookies.  If you have questions please call Heather Kauffman @ 717.538.2556. 
The Denver & Ephrata Communities served 1,142 Thanksgiving Day dinners.  There were over 90 businesses and over 40 churches in the Ephrata & Denver areas combined to help support this event.  Thank you very much.  

~ Barry & Carol Haller
BUDGET REMINDER:  We are grateful for your giving to support AMC through our 2009 budget despite a difficult economy.  Please give prayerful consideration to the need for an additional $111,068 by December 31.  Please do what you can.  ~ Stewardship Committee
GIVING & BUDGET
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Song Leader
David Martin
Worship Leader
Ruth Detweiler
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Rejoice! God comes in mercy to turn us around
Gathering Music 
Dawon Suh
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements


Moment in Mission: Philadelphia Mennonite High School
Krista Wieder
Music for meditation 
Jubilate Deo
String ensemble
Call to Worship 

Leader: 
We live in troubled times, waiting for God’s light to burst into our dark world. Rejoice! God is coming in mercy to turn us around.
People:  God takes away all judgments against us, we no longer fear disaster. God takes down oppressors and lifts up the oppressed. 


God restores our hearts and minds and brings us home.
ALL:
May we turn to God with prayer and thanksgiving. May we be ready to proclaim to all the good news of God’s grace. May we turn to others in generosity and sharing.
Opening Prayer

Hark! The glad sound!
HWB 184
Scripture reading
Isaiah 12:2-6
Cheryl Wagner
O come, O come, Immanuel (st. 3)
HWB 172

Advent wreath candle lighting

Doug & Joanne Dirks
Fling wide the door, unbar the gate!

HWB 186


Children’s Story
The Amish Girl
 John Weber 
        Children are dismissed for Preschool Church. Teachers are: John & Leslie Nissley; Megan Yoder & Hannah Yoder

Hail to the Lord’s anointed
HWB 185
Scripture reading
Luke 3:7-18
Cheryl Wagner
Sermon
Filled with Expectation
Jim S. Amstutz
Response: (based on Zephaniah 3:14-20)

Leader: 
Lord, in this time of Advent, we celebrate your presence with us and long for your coming. We rejoice that you do not forget us, but break into the confusion of our lives. You keep coming in mercy to turn us around.

People:

Lord, help us in our turning around. Help us repent and turn toward you.
Reader 1: 
We confess that we have tried many paths and that our wandering has made us weary.

People:
Guide us with your grace.
Reader 2:
Lord, in your loving kindness, help us to fear no more.

People:
Rejoice! Sing aloud! God forgives!

Reader 3:
We rejoice because God is in our midst, turning us around and taking away our fear. God rejoices over us with gladness. God renews us with love.

Leader:
God saves the lame, gathers up the outcasts and changes their shame into praise.

ALL:
We rejoice in your plan of salvation. You restore your people. Lord, come and save us! Amen.
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven!
HWB 65
Dedication of offering

First fruits offering
String ensemble
Rejoice in the Lord
Adult choir
Congregational Prayer
Dawn Yoder Harms
Rejoice, the Lord is King!
HWB 288
Benediction




COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are MYFers.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Adult Bible Study (winter)
Room 222

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Dawn’s Office
Parents of Preschoolers
Room 132 (downstairs)

Parent Trek – Love & Logic
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Lloyd & Goldie Kuhn’s home
College Students
   Marc & June Hershberger’s home
TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Bryan Beyer
NURSERY CHURCH: Linda Good, Carolyn Beyer, Rachel Smucker
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Sara Wiegner, Bonnie Stauffer
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Amy Burkholder, Donna Shenk, Kate Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Jim Shenk, Charity Shenk
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: John & Leslie Nissley; Peter Wise
MUG WASHERS: Marvin & Delores Nolt
COFFEE SERVERS: David & Sally Wise
· String ensemble members today are: Rebecca Longenecker, Dawon Suh, Megan Yoder and Zachary Yoder.

· Choir director is Jon Clemens and Patricia Martin is the keyboard accompanist. 

· Additional readers for the response after the sermon are: William Broaddus, Megan Erb and Hannah Yoder.

· Men’s choir rehearsal, 10:40-11:30AM

· Share-A-Life Christmas Caroling @ 5:30PM (5PM pack baskets)

THIS WEEK

December 18 
Venture Club @ Landis Valley bonfire, 6:30PM

LOoKING AHEAD
December 20     Men’s choir rehearsal, 8:00AM



December 20 
Christmas Program @ 6PM, Dawn’s farewell & Christmas Tea

December 24 
Christmas Eve Service @ 7PM

December 24
Church office closed

December 25
Church office closed

December 27 
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

January 4
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 7
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM

January 10
Sunday Soup immediately after Discipleship Hour

Scripture for next week:  Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:39-56
PRAYERS
Verna Noll was admitted to the LGH neuro-trauma unit last Sunday and remains as a patient there for testing and treatment of a blood clot.
Our sympathies to Vel Shearer and family at the death of her brother Gord Gingrich (81) from Gimli, Manitoba last weekend. Memorial services were held in Manitoba and Ontario.

Lisa Zimmerman will be having outpatient eye surgery on Friday, December 18th  at the Health Campus.  Your prayers for a quick recovery are appreciated.
Jenna Garber is a senior at the University of Richmond and will be graduating in the spring with a major in Leadership Studies and a minor in Spanish. As of now, she plans to stay in Richmond after graduation to work with a medical non-profit. Please pray for her as she looks towards this time of transition.
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Time to say good-bye: You will have two opportunities to say farewell to Pastor Dawn as she concludes 12 years of ministry at AMC.  On Sunday evening, December 20 at the Christmas Program, Dawn will be sharing some reflections on her time at AMC and the Christmas Tea that follows is in her honor.  The following week on Sunday, December 27 Dawn will preach her last sermon at AMC and we are providing time in the service for people to share their thanks and well-wishes. Council members will be hosting a reception during coffee/tea fellowship time.  We hope you can be present for one or both events.
Andres & Amy Zorrilla sent a note informing us of their address for mailing a letter or any small parcels.  Please send to: Andres & Amy Zorrilla, NETPACK #9511, 7801 NW 37th Street, Doral, FL 331666-6503, USA.
