If you forgot to bring your food items for the Christmas Tea this evening please bring them with you tonight.  Using your family last name, those A-H bring 2 lbs of cubed cheese; I-P bring 8-10 servings of washed fresh fruit including grapes, apples, strawberries and/or pineapple; and Q-Z bring 3 dozen cookies.  Thanks for your help.
A College Student Class is being offered for college students and recent graduates during the winter break, meeting off-site at Marc & June Hershberger's home at 100 East End Avenue (behind the church) on the following dates: 12/20, 1/3, 1/10, 1/17. This will be a time of sharing and connecting with one another, discussing scripture and how it relates to us today... over coffee and doughnuts.

Discipleship class starting in January:   ANOTHER WAY TO RUN THE WORLD - What Jesus has to say about our lives and our times. This class on discipleship in empire will consider Jesus’ ministry and the way he described his purpose.   It will look at core concepts such as the Reign of God, restorative justice, peacemaking, the incarnation, salvation, atonement and church life.  The book AMBASSADORS OF RECONCILIATION by Ched Myers and Elaine Enns will anchor the study in Biblical texts.  Teachers/facilitators: John Stoner, Jean Buchen, Sara Wiegner

Volunteers from AMC completed building a house for David and Vicky Conner in Cameron, Louisiana in December of 2008. If you are interested in sending a Christmas card to the Conner family you may send it to the following address:    David and Vicky Conner, 205 Pierre St., Cameron, LA 70631.
HANDLING END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS – The general rule is that a contribution is effective when delivered.  This means that a check deposited in the church offering in January 2010 cannot be deducted in 2009, even if it is backdated to 2009.  One exception – checks that are mailed and postmarked in 2009 are deductible in 2009 even though they are not received until 2010.

BUDGET REMINDER:  We are grateful for your giving to support AMC through our 2009 budget despite a difficult economy.  Please give prayerful consideration to the need for an additional $91,000 by December 31.  Please do what you can. 
 ~ Stewardship Committee
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$19,968.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$547,900.78
$614,423

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2009
$639,000.00
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Song Leader
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Worship Leader
Dawn Yoder Harms
fourth SUNDAY IN ADVENT

God delivers!
Gathering Music 
Susan Broaddus, flute & Diane Gehman, piano
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements


Music for meditation 
He shall feed his flock
Jenna Garber
Call to Worship 

Leader: 
We live in troubled times, waiting for God’s light to burst into our dark world. 
People:  God delivers on promises.  We feel the stirring of a new age.  God is the shepherd taking care of his flock.  God has brought down the powerful and exalted the lowly.
Leader:
The Lord is coming!  We long for salvation, yet how we tremble at its advent!
ALL:
We trust and will not be afraid, for you have promised that the child now leaping in the womb will exceed our hopes and deliver us from our fears.  All glory and praise be to you, O God of promise.  We worship you.
Opening Prayer

Oh, how shall I receive thee
HWB 182
Scripture reading
Micah 5:2-5a
Jim Wiegner
O little town of Bethlehem (stanza 1)
HWB 191
Advent wreath candle lighting

Nancarvis family
I will trust in you

Leon Myers

Children’s Story
Two ways of being born
 Susan Hurst 
        Children are dismissed for Preschool Church. Teachers are: John & Leslie Nissley; Peter Wise, Megan Erb
He came down
WMV 9
Scripture reading
Luke 1:39-56
Jim Wiegner
Sermon
My soul is filled with joy
Jim S. Amstutz
Response: (based on Zephaniah 3:14-20)

Leader: 
Lord, in this time of Advent, we celebrate your presence with us and long for your coming. We rejoice that you deliver.
People:
Lord, make us ready.  Deliver us from sin and hopelessness.  We celebrate your light coming into our darkness.
Reader 1: 
We remember the hope Jesus brings to all people in all times and places.
People:
Rejoice!  God delivers.
Reader 2:
We remember the peace God gives, a flickering candle that the night cannot understand or extinguish.
People:
Rejoice!  God delivers.
Reader 3:
We rejoice because God is in our midst, turning us around and taking away our fear. God rejoices over us with gladness. God renews us with love.

People:
Rejoice!  God delivers.

Reader 4:
We look for signs in the heavens and God sends a baby.  God remembers.  God’s saving mercy breaks through time and space to include even us.

People:
Rejoice!  God delivers.
My soul is filled with joy - Susan Broaddus, tin whistle
STJ 13
Dedication of offering

First fruits offering
Susan Broaddus, flute; Diane Gehman, piano

O Jesus, grant me hope and comfort
Men’s choir
Congregational Prayer
Dawn Yoder Harms
To us a Child of hope is born
HWB 189
Benediction (Micah 5:4-5a)




COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Herman & Jeanette Bontrager.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Adult Bible Study (winter)
Room 222

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Dawn’s Office
Parents of Preschoolers
Room 132 (downstairs)

Parent Trek – Love & Logic
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Lloyd & Goldie Kuhn’s home
College Students
   Marc & June Hershberger’s home
TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Vernon Glick
NURSERY CHURCH: Amy Burkholder, Donna Shenk, Kate Smucker
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Jim Shenk, Charity Shenk
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Goldie Kuhns & Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: No Discipleship Hour
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: No Preschool Church
MUG WASHERS: Ira & Dorothy Nolt
COFFEE SERVERS: David & Sally Wise
Additional readers for the response after the sermon are Feleen Nancarvis, Jenna Stoltzfus, Alec Weaver, and Samantha Weaver.
Scripture for next Sunday:  Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17
THIS WEEK

December 27 
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

LOoKING AHEAD
January 4
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 6
Venture club pool party @ Bird-in-Hand motel, 6:30-8PM

January 7
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM

January 8-10
Jr. MYF Retreat at Camp Hebron

January 10
Communion Sunday

January 10
Sunday Soup immediately after Discipleship Hour

January 12
Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM

January 18 
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 31
New Members Sunday

PRAYERS
Lisa Weaver is a sophomore at Goshen College majoring in biochemistry.  Pray for Lisa as she decides what to do after Goshen, whether to go to medical school or graduate school.
Congratulations to Alyssa Martin who is graduating today from West Chester University with a major in International Relations and a minor in Spanish.

Verna Noll is continuing her recovery at Pleasant View Retirement Community in Healthcare, Room 335.  She will likely be there through the holidays.
Congratulations to David & Melanie Kuhns upon the birth of Benjamin Daniel on December 14th.  Proud grandparents are Lloyd & Goldie Kuhns.
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Time to say good-bye: You will have two opportunities to say farewell to Pastor Dawn as she concludes 12 ½ years of ministry at AMC.  Tonight at the Christmas Program, Dawn will be sharing some reflections on her time at AMC, and the Christmas Tea that follows is in her honor.  The following week on Sunday, December 27 Dawn will preach her last sermon at AMC, and we are providing time in the service for people to share their thanks and well-wishes. Council members will be hosting a reception during coffee/tea fellowship time.  We hope you can be present for one or both events. Dawn’s last day will be December 27.
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) invites visitors to join Peter J. Dyck for a reception at MCC's Welcoming Place.  The drop-in event will be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Monday, December 28, 2009.  You are invited to visit with Peter, to peruse his books and to enjoy light refreshments to commemorate Peter's 95th   birthday.  In memory of Peter & Elfrieda’s efforts helping people find homes, guests will be invited to contribute to MCC program in Sudan, Africa.
