SUNDAY SOUP, January 10, @ 11:45AM.  Regular attendees and newcomers are invited to have lunch together and become better acquainted.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to attend.



Welcome to WOVEN – What is it?  A group of believers, seekers…or even questioners.  Doing what?  Being community, discussing, sharing.  Who is it?  It could be you or someone you know or someone you invite.  When is it?  Beginning January 10, every Sunday morning from 8-9AM, meeting in the Sabbath Room.  Come and find out if Woven is you.  Inspired by the lessons of Jesus and with input from the writings and thoughts of authors such as Donald Miller (Blue Like Jazz) and Jim Palmer (Divine Nobodies).
A Discipleship Inquiry Group (DIG) is forming for those new to AMC and/or new to the Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of faith.  This eight week Discipleship Hour offering will begin on January 17, facilitated by Pastor Jim. Please contact the church office if you have interest in participating.
HANDLING END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS – The general rule is that a contribution is effective when delivered.  This means that a check deposited in the church offering in January 2010 cannot be deducted in 2009, even if it is backdated to 2009.  One exception – checks that are mailed and postmarked in 2009 are deductible in 2009 even though they are not received until 2010.

BUDGET REMINDER:  We are grateful for your giving to support AMC through our 2009 budget despite a difficult economy.  Please give prayerful consideration to the need for an additional $64,574 by December 31.  Please do what you can.  ~ Stewardship Committee
Our Christmas Thank Offering to date is $14,173.
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$26,526.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$574,426.78
$626,712

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2009
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 167
Co-Pastors: Jim S. Amstutz and Dawn Yoder Harms

Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488; fax: 717-859-3942

www.akronmench.org
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Song Leader
Herman Bontrager
Worship Leader
Jim S. Amstutz
first sunday after christmas
Let all creation praise God!
Gathering Music 
Cheryl Gingerich
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements


Music for meditation - Let our gladness have no end, HWB 198
Cheryl Gingerich
Call to Worship 

Leader: 
We who lived in the shadows have seen a great light!  Let us come to worship our Lord!
People:  Glory from the heavens embraces creation, like a mother’s arms holding a newborn baby.  Sun, moon and stars proclaim God’s salvation.  Let our hearts give thanks, our spirits sing and our hands rejoice!  Enter God’s presence, and be reborn!
Leader:
Lord God, we adore you.  We rejoice at your birth and respond by living out your word.
ALL:
Gracious Sustainer, we bow in awe before your unwavering support, always there to hold us up.  Amen.
Opening Prayer

O come, all ye faithful
HWB 212
Angels we have heard on high
HWB 197

Scripture reading – Psalm 148


Good Christian friends, rejoice
HWB 210
Advent wreath candle lighting

Richard & Ruth Weaver
Joy to the world

HWB 318
Children’s Story

Dawn Yoder Harms 

No Preschool Church Today
Infant holy, infant lowly
HWB 206
Scripture reading
Colossians 3:12-17


Sermon                                   Where Do We Go From Here?
Dawn Yoder Harms
God of the Bible
STJ 27
Dedication of offering

First fruits offering
Cheryl Gingerich 

Congregational Reflections
Litany of Blessing
Insert
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz
Peace before us
Insert
Benediction
COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Alta & Don Mellinger.
We do not have Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes today.  All are welcome for coffee/tea & refreshments in the assembly room in honor of Dawn Yoder Harms.  Congregational Council is hosting and there will be time for you to have some parting conversation with Dawn.

TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Barry Nolt
NURSERY CHURCH: Goldie Kuhns & Dawn Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: No Discipleship Hour
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Scott & Wendy Sundberg; Christina Bowman, Tyler Martin
MUG WASHERS: Herman & Jeanette Bontrager
COFFEE SERVERS: Barb & Mark Weaver
Scripture for next Sunday:  Isaiah 60: 1-6; Matthew 2: 1-12
THIS WEEK

There will be limited office hours this week, December 28-31
LOoKING AHEAD
January 4
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 6
Venture Club pool party @ Bird-in-Hand motel, 6:30-8PM

January 7
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM – presenter Glenn Weber
January 8-10
Jr. MYF Retreat at Camp Hebron

January 10
Communion Sunday

January 10
Sunday Soup immediately after Discipleship Hour

January 12
Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM

January 17
Men’s choir rehearsal, 8AM

January 17
55 PLUS meeting @ 5PM with Kim Wittel, LOVE INC as speaker

January 18 
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 31
New Members Sunday

PRAYERS
We are overwhelmed by your generous gift shared with us last Sunday evening, and for the love with which it was given.  We are so grateful for the opportunity to turn our hoped-for trip to visit Matt in Bosnia into a reality!  Thanks for the incredible gift you have been to our family over the years.  We will continue to hold you in our hearts.  ~Dawn & Doug Harms

Jim and family will travel to Bluffton, OH this afternoon returning on Wed, Dec. 30.  In case of an emergency please call Richard Weaver, Donna Shenk, or a member of Pastoral Team.

Pray for Sarah Roth who is a senior at EMU.  She is majoring in History, with minors in Pre-law; Political studies; and Justice, Peace & Conflict Studies.  Sarah is busy with working part-time in an attorney’s office, and finishing her last season of hockey.  She will graduate in May and would appreciate prayers to discern what the next chapter of her life will be.
Please be in prayer for VEMZO pastor Omar Onischuk and his wife, Liliana.  Omar's mother was recently diagnosed with bone and liver cancer that seems to have spread throughout her body, and she appears to be in her last days.  Omar and Daniel Galmes are pastors at the Santa Rosa Mennonite Church, where David and Starla Moyer served during their time in Argentina.  Omar's mother graciously hosted Dawn, Harry Jarrett, and Romaine Erb when they visited Santa Rosa in February, 2008.   Please pray for peace and strength for the Onischuk family.
Kay Weidner had successful cataract surgery on Tuesday and she is doing well.

Alta Mellinger had outpatient knee surgery at Ephrata Community on Monday.  All went well and she is recovering at home.

We extend our sympathies to Ron Guenther at the death of his father, Allen (71).  He died Wednesday morning from complications of pneumonia and Parkinson’s.  Services will be held at the Butler Avenue Mennonite Brethren Church, Fresno, CA.  Please keep Ron, his mother, and two brothers in your prayers. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) invites visitors to join Peter J. Dyck for a reception at MCC's Welcoming Place.  The drop-in event will be held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Monday, December 28, 2009.  You are invited to visit with Peter, to peruse his books and to enjoy light refreshments to commemorate Peter's 95th   birthday.  In memory of Peter & Elfrieda’s efforts helping people find homes, guests will be invited to contribute to MCC program in Sudan, Africa.

Discipleship hour class starting in January:   ANOTHER WAY TO RUN THE WORLD - What Jesus has to say about our lives and our times. This class on discipleship in empire will consider Jesus’ ministry and the way he described his purpose.   It will look at core concepts such as the Reign of God, restorative justice, peacemaking, the incarnation, salvation, atonement and church life.  The book AMBASSADORS OF RECONCILIATION by Ched Myers and Elaine Enns will anchor the study in Biblical texts.  
Teachers/facilitators: John Stoner, Jean Buchen, Sara Wiegner
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LITANY OF BLESSING
Leader:
For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven;



A time to be born and a time to die;



A time to plant and a time to pluck up what has been planted;



A time to weep and a time to laugh;



A time to mourn and a time to dance;



A time to keep silence and a time to speak;



A time to begin and a time to end.

People:
So too, there is a time for movement, new adventure, a time for study and retreat, and a time for beginning again in another phase of one’s journey.

Leader:
Go with our blessing and respond to the love and call of Christ in all that you do. May God’s mercy, grace and peace be with you. And may you continue to be channels of God’s mercy wherever you live and serve.

Pastor:
I pray that God will strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have power, together with all God’s people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
People:
May God bless you and keep you.
Pastor:
May God bless you and keep you.
People:
May the very face of God shine on you and be gracious to you.
Pastor:
May the very face of God shine on you and be gracious to you.

People:
May God’s presence embrace you and give you peace.
Pastor:
May God’s presence embrace you and give you peace.
ALL:
Amen.
