FRANCONIA/LANCASTER Singers invite you to their concert December 12 at Neffsville Mennonite Church at 7:30PM.  The concert theme is Choir Favorites (choruses from oratorios, masses and requiems), along with some seasonal carol arrangements.  Tickets purchased ahead of time are $10 or $12 at the door.  For more information see Eileen Graybill, Anne Weaver or Cheryl Zook or check the bulletin board for information.
Wheatland Chorale invites you to their concert on December 11, 8PM at Lancaster Church of the Brethren; or December 13, 4PM at First Presbyterian Church in Lancaster.  For a ticket order form please visit www.thewheatlandchorale.org or check the bulletin board for information.
LOOKING for an opportunity to deepen your connections at AMC and hear some wonderful stories?  Consider joining the team that interviews persons from the congregation and writes their stories for the AMC newsletter.  If you have interest, please contact Dawn Yoder Harms.

HELP THE RED CROSS SAVE LIVES:  Please consider donating blood to the Red Cross!  The regional branch of American Red Cross will hold a Community Blood Drive at Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), 21 South 12th St., Akron, on Dec. 19. The drive will be in the MCC Dining Hall (behind the offices) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Please call 299-5561 Ext. 220 or visit givelife.org to schedule an appointment to be a donor. 
BUDGET REMINDER:  We are grateful for your giving to support AMC through our 2009 budget despite a difficult economy.  Please give prayerful consideration to the need for an additional $122,379 by December 31.  Please do what you can.  
~ Stewardship Committee
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$8,002.50
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$516,621.71
$589,846

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2009
$639,000.00
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Song Leader
Jan Brubaker
Worship Leader
Jim S. Amstutz
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Get ready!  God calls us to choose the path of peace.
Gathering Music – Comfort ye; Every valley
Merle Gingerich

Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements


Music for meditation – Prepare ye the way of the Lord (Godspell)    Merle Gingerich

Call to Worship 

Leader: 
We live in troubled times, waiting for God’s light to burst into our dark world.

People:  As we prepare, we acknowledge that we still live in the darkness of discontent.  We repent and rise to walk with God in the paths of peace.  We choose to live as people of healing and hope.

Leader: 
May every valley be filled and every mountain and hill be made low.  May the crooked paths be made straight and the rough ways smooth.

ALL:
Let us worship the God whose fire ignites our lives and makes us holy through and through.  The one who calls us is faithful and will do it.

Opening Prayer

Comfort, comfort, O my people
HWB 176

Scripture reading
Luke 1:68-79
Robert Wyble

O come, O come, Immanuel (st. 4 & 5)
HWB 172

Advent wreath candle lighting

Jim, Anna, Rachel & Kate Smucker

I will trust in you

Leon Myers


Children’s Story
Growing in love
Susan King

        Children are dismissed for Preschool Church. Teachers are: Jim & Donna Shenk; Seth Glick & Jared Horst
Bless’d be the God of Israel
HWB 174
Scripture reading
Luke 3:1-6
Robert Wyble
Sermon
Holy Road Work!
Dawn Yoder Harms
Service of baptism:  Megan Yoder, Maggie Weaver, Christina Bowman, Megan Erb, Kate Smucker, Hannah Yoder, David Nancarvis, Will Broaddus

Come and see

HWB 20

Sharing 


Come, thou fount

HWB 521


Baptism

Congregational response

HWB 777

Guide my feet

HWB 546

Dedication of offering

First fruits offering
Patricia Martin
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz
We will walk with God
STJ 78
Benediction




COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Herman & Jeanette Bontrager.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Parents of Preschoolers
Room 132 (downstairs)

Parent Trek – Love & Logic
Room 133 (downstairs)

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Dawn’s Office

Koinonia
Lloyd & Goldie Kuhn’s home
Adult Bible Study (Winter)
Room 222
TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Bryan Beyer
NURSERY CHURCH: Marilyn Langeman, Mavis Olesen & Megan Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Jean Buchen, Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Linda Good, Carolyn Beyer, Rachel Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Sara Wiegner, Charity Shenk
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: John & Leslie Nissley; Megan Yoder, & Hannah Yoder
MUG WASHERS: Delores & Marvin Nolt
COFFEE SERVERS: David & Sally Wise
You are welcome to join folks for a Sunday Soup meal immediately after Discipleship Hour in the assembly room.

THIS WEEK

December 7 
Women’s Bible Study @ Zem Martin’s home @ 6:30PM

December 12
Life Planning Mystery Dinner

LOoKING AHEAD
December 13
Adult choir rehearsal, 8:00AM

December 13
Men’s choir rehearsal, 10:40-11:30AM

December 13 
Share-A-Life Christmas Caroling @ 5:30PM (5PM pack baskets)
December 18 
Venture Club @ Landis Valley bonfire, 6:30PM

December 20     Men’s choir rehearsal, 8:00AM



December 20 
Christmas Program @ 6PM, Dawn’s farewell & Christmas Tea

December 24 
Christmas Eve Service @ 7PM

December 24
Church office closed

December 25
Church office closed

December 27 
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

January 4
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home @ 7PM

January 7
Men’s breakfaster @ Udder Choice @ 7AM

January 10
Sunday Soup immediately after Discipleship Hour

Scripture for next week:  Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 3:7-18
PRAYERS
“Thank you to the Sent Committee, everyone at Akron Mennonite Church, Pastor Jim and Pastor Dawn, and to Ruth Weaver, for being to us the kingdom of God in Jesus Christ in ‘present tense’: A community of grace, joy and peace, offering God’s healing and hope through you all, to us in New York City and to the world’.”  ~ Kenneth Thompson – Pastor Friendship Community Church
Ingrid Landis has moved to the Franklin Apartments, 55 West Franklin Street, #207, Ephrata.  Her phone number in the directory remains current.

Don Sensenig had successful heart bypass surgery this week and hopes to come home this weekend.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today is the last day to order subs from the MYF for their sub sale.  Everyone interested can put in their order to be picked up on December 13th.  Sign up on the sheets displayed at the bulletin board in the foyer.  This time lemonade, chips, and other food items will be served (by the MYFers) in the Assembly Room on the 13th, if you'd like to stay and eat together.  This will be a very informal, light lunch that is self clean-up after our meal together :-) See any MYFer or Advisor with any questions.  

PLEASE drop off the following items to be served at the Christmas Tea the evening of December 20.  Using your family last name, those A-H bring 2 lbs. of cubed cheese; I-P bring 8-10 servings of washed fresh fruit including grapes, apples, strawberries and/or pineapple; and Q-Z bring 3 dozen cookies.
WHAT better way to celebrate the Christmas season than to curl up with a good book?  Come see what the AMC library has to offer!  While books may be check out for 4 weeks at a time, we do encourage you to be mindful of others and return holiday books after 7 days.  ~The Library Committee
THANK YOU for making 49 Christmas Bundles for children to be distributed by the Spanish Mennonite Council.  30 girls and 19 boys’ bundles were collected. 

