THANK YOU for your generous support for the MYF dessert fundraiser last Sunday during the fellowship meal.  $390 was received for the SWAP service project this summer in Kentucky.
Stewardship University will be held on March 6 at Lancaster Mennonite High School. This is MMA’s annual training event.  Receive practical, relevant, useful information; a wide variety of classes to choose from; a Biblical, Christ-centered, Anabaptist focus.   For more information contact Nancy Wilson, Coordinator - nancy.wilson@mmapartners.org 717-560-6800 or www.StewardshipUniversity.org
Lancaster Roots 300 Presents: The 1710 Pequea Settlement European Roots and Life in America - Come witness an illustrated history of the first settlers in Lancaster produced by Sam Wenger.  The Lancaster Roots campaign is proud to offer a chance to witness the history of Lancaster County dating back to the first settlers 300 years ago. The showing will be at 7PM on Monday, February 22nd at the New Danville Mennonite Church.
Troubled about paying for war while praying for peace?  You’re invited to participate in a new Taxes for Peace interest group of the Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/) that will be meeting at 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Ave., Lancaster, Pa. 17601.  Enter the doors at the car-roof in the back parking area of the church.  This is an opportunity to explore the consequences of the U.S. military budget, to learn about alternatives to paying federal taxes that support U.S. war making, and to seek ways for people of faith to witness on behalf of life-enhancing uses of their taxes.  If you wish to attend, or for further information, contact H.A. Penner (penner@dejazzd.com; 717-859-3529).

BLUFFTON UNIVERSITY – The Shining Through Ministry Team is a group of students interested in sharing their faith and connecting with the wider church.  The service is a blend of contemporary songs, hymn adaptations, scripture and stories by the students.  All are welcome to this service at AMC on Thursday, March 11 at 7:00PM. If you are interested in providing lodging and breakfast for a student(s) see sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or talk to Pat Martin.
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Year-To-Date
Giving for General Fund
$10,368
$65,141.58


Last Sunday Attendance: 213
Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488; fax: 717-859-3942

www.akronmench.org
AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
First Sunday in Lent


February 21, 2010

With God as our dwelling place, and the Holy Spirit empowering us and

revealing the way, we learn to trust the Word within our hearts.

Song Leader
Jon Clemens
Worship Leader
A. Richard Weaver
GATHERING TO PRAISE
Gathering Music 
Patricia Martin
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements

Music for meditation – In the rifted rock (HWB 526)
 Men’s Choir
Lighting the Christ Candle
Call to Worship
 

Leader:
We live in the shelter of the Most High,
People:
we place our trust in the Almighty,
Leader:
we claim with confidence God’s protection.
People:
When we call out, our God will answer.

ALL:
In our trouble, God will be near.

O God, our help in ages past

HWB 328
HOLDING ON
Affirmation of faith

HWB 710

The God of Abraham praise

HWB 162
Children’s Story
J.W. Sprunger

Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are Tim and Karyn Nancarvis, Megan Erb & Jenna Stoltzfus
God fill me now
Men’s Choir

Reader’s Theater
Ron Guenther & Cheryl Zook
God fill me now
Men’s Choir
HEARING THE WORD

Scripture reading
Luke 4:1-13
Janet Weber
Sermon                              
Learning to lean
Jim S. Amstutz
I am leaning on the Lord 
Merle Gingerich, soloist
HWB 532
LETTING GO
Confession
Unison
Lord, strip us of any illusions that would block our way to you. 
(silence)

Let your Word within us comfort, disturb, and convert us.  Amen.
Assurance


Hold On/Let Go
Leon Myers
Dedication of offering
A. Richard Weaver
Offertory

Anna Clemens
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song
STJ 14
Sending

Leader:
May your journey be one of joy.

People:
Thank you, Lord, for joy.

Leader:
May your journey be one of peace.

People:
Thank you, Lord, for peace.

Leader:
May your journey be one of love.

People:
Thank you, Lord, for love.  Amen.

COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Dorcas & Samuel Rolon.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)
All are welcome to participate with the Discernment discussion concerning 2010 budget and future staffing configuration.  We will meet in the Sanctuary.
TODAY
SOUND PERSON: Vernon Glick
NURSERY CHURCH: Marilyn Langeman, Kevin & Andrea King 
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt, Susan Hurst
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Goldie Kuhns, Grace Weber, Meghan Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt, Jim Shenk 
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Jon & Leslie Nissley; Anna Martin, William Broaddus
MUG WASHERS: Barb & H. A. Penner
COFFEE SERVERS: Miriam Buckwalter & Ginny Ebersole 
All are welcome to attend Conscientious Projector Movie Night at 7PM this evening in the Assembly Room.

LOoKING AHEAD
March 1
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

March 4
Men’s breakfast, Udder Choice @ 7AM; presenter, Lloyd Chapman 
March 4
Community Meal

March 6
Stewardship University @ Lancaster Mennonite High School

March 9
Congregational Life Committee meeting, 6:45PM

March 9
Congregational Council Meeting, 7PM

March 11
Bluffton University Shining Through Ministry Team @ 7PM
March 14
Sunday Soup immediately following Discipleship Hour
March 15
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

March 18
Share-A-Life & Venture Club – MRC Service Project @ 6:30-8PM

March 26
Venture Club Gym Night at Hallers’, 6:30-8PM

March 27
Dinner with Friends

March 29
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

Scripture for next Sunday: Luke 13: 31-35
PRAYERS
Pray for Christina Martin who is in her 6th year of Pharmacy at the University Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy.  Christina is in the process of interviewing and deciding where to relocate.  Your prayers are welcome.

Thanks for the beautiful floral arrangement. This was the second arrangement in the past 4 months, thanks to the kindness of the Congregational Care Committee. Thanks also to every one who brought meals to a "One armed bandit.” Blessings!   
~ Martha Brubaker
Continue to pray for Anita Brendle who remains hospitalized at Ephrata Community Hospital.
Ingrid Landis was admitted to Ephrata Community Hospital for evaluation on Tuesday.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TAKE time check the items on the lost and found table near the library.  Please take home with you what is yours and the rest will be given to Ephrata ReUzit.

Care Package Thank You Notes:

Thank you to everyone at church for the care package.  I have it sitting next to my desk, slightly out of arms reach.  I am trying to pace myself so that it the baked goods won't affect my weight when our coach weighs us for lightweight.  Thanks again.  ~ Peter Rutt

Thank you SO much for the wonderful care package!  It was a lovely surprise.  The goodies are incredible and my housemates were equally excited about all I received.  It is a comforting feeling knowing that I am still very much a part of the AMC family even at a distance.  I look forward to the next opportunity I have to come and visit.  Thanks again, it was the highlight of my day!  ~ Sarah Roth
AMC family - Thanks so much for the wonderful care package and thoughtful notes that were sent my way this past week!  During these sunless Goshen winters, it sure is nice to know I am thought of back home.  ~ Nicole Weaver 
Please make sure you let ALL the moms who made items for the care package for me know that I loved them sooooo much and I am so thankful for the food.  Tell them I appreciate their thoughtfulness.  Thanks!  ~ Justin King
Give up something for Lent? Why?

Lent is a time to draw close to Jesus, remembering who he was and who he is to us now. In high church traditions like the Catholic & Episcopal churches, Lent is a time of confession and repentance, a time to look at our lives and see how we’re doing. It’s a time to think about ourselves in the greater scheme of things, to stop and see what we notice. 

We may notice that we live a life of luxury while others live in poverty. This may move us, in response, to give up something we like: desserts, movies, or some other luxury. We may fast: for one meal a day, or one day a week, or from eating meat. We may choose to pray longer or more often. This is called doing penance. 

But why do penance? The purpose is to show God we’re serious, that we’re really sorry for the wrong we’ve done, the bad attitudes we’ve had, for judging people harshly or just focusing on self to the exclusion of others. There is also a larger purpose (see Phil.2:5-11)—to come closer to God in right relationship, to humble ourselves before God, to take the lower place and so be lifted up into a joyful union with God. 

Fasting is a spiritual discipline. In addition to fasting or giving up something, here are some other spiritual disciplines you might want to try this Lent:

1. Read the Bible every day.

2. Pray the Bible, using the pattern lectio divina, in which you read a short passage as you would a love letter, first noticing what word or phrase stands out to you, then noticing what invitation you sense in the text, then moving into talking to God about what you’ve heard, and finally basking in God’s presence.

3. Read or study some other spiritual book.

4. Try meditation: clearing the mind of our own thoughts to make room for God. You might repeat the Jesus prayer (“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy on me a sinner”) or choose another sacred word or phrase to repeat like a mantra.

5. Spend some time in solitude.

6. Watch how you participate in conversation. Choose silence at a time when you would ordinarily speak. See what happens if you listen instead.

7. Richard Foster lists celebration as a spiritual discipline. Look for something to enjoy each day, to fully savor the gifts God has given us but that we often overlook. For example,

  a.      Pay attention to the sky. God is painting a picture there every day, but we don’t often look up to notice.


      b.
Choose one food each day to eat slowly and savor. 


      c.
Give thanks to God for ordinary, daily-life gifts.

8. Do some service. 

a. Look for ways to help other people. 

b. Do one small favor for someone each day in Lent.

9. Intercessory prayer is hard for some. You might want to commit yourself to pray for the needs of someone you know each day in Lent. Or you could choose to pray for the world by country, one country each day in Lent. 

10. Pray using your computer if you like. Goshen College has daily devotions online at www.goshen.edu/devotions. Another good prayer site is http://sacredspace.ie/. There are others. Explore.

If you don’t have a spiritual discipline that you do regularly, choose one to do each day this Lent. If you have a regular discipline, and if you’re willing to make a change, choose another one you haven’t tried before. Stretch a little. Maybe there’s one that doesn’t come easily to you. Observe what happens in your relationship with God these forty days. When you discipline (or challenge) yourself in this way, watch how God responds to you when you humble yourself in His presence.

The forty days of Lent does not include Sundays. All Sundays are a celebration of the resurrection, so you can take off one day a week from your spiritual discipline if you wish. It may help you stick to your commitment if you take some breaks.

Lent officially starts on Ash Wednesday. You might want to think and pray between now and Feb. 17, and see if you feel led to try a new spiritual discipline for Lent this year.

St. Benedict said that at least once each day we should remember our mortality. Ash Wednesday is a time, once a year at least, when we remember that we are all going to die. We remember that God made Adam out of clay, from the ground. And when we die we are put back into the ground and the body decays. It turns back into dirt. The ashes remind us that we’re all made out of dirt. And we’re all equal in our mortality. This kind of reminder can help us keep a healthy level of humility.

Ash Wednesday reminds us that life is short. Here’s another challenge for Lent: by forty days before he was killed, Jesus knew he was going to die. How did he choose to live his life in the time he had left? If you knew you were going to die on Good Friday, how would you live the next six weeks?
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