Thank you all for the awesome care package.  It is great to know that I have such a great family backing me as I continue to become more independent.  According to my friends, "The Mennonites are the coolest people ever!"  

Thank you so much!  ~ Elizabeth Martin
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness invites you to an evening with Jonathan Kuttab, distinguished human rights lawyer and Palestinian Christian, on Thursday, March 4 at 7 p.m. at the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Avenue, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Admission is free; a free-will offering will be received.  Come and bring your friends!
BLUFFTON UNIVERSITY – The Shining Through Ministry Team is a group of students interested in sharing their faith and connecting with the wider church.  The service is a blend of contemporary songs, hymn adaptations, scripture and stories by the students.  All are welcome to this service at AMC on Thursday, March 11 at 7:00PM. If you are interested in providing lodging and breakfast for a student(s) see sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or talk to Pat Martin.
The Ephrata/Akron Ministerium is sponsoring Lenten breakfast each Wednesday during Lent at OMPH Church at 6:00AM.  You are welcome to attend.

THE 2010 Budget as presented last Sunday was passed with 100 percent approval.  Thank you for that affirmation.   

GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$7,092.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$72,783.58
$98,308


12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 240
Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488; fax: 717-859-3942

www.akronmench.org
AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
second Sunday in Lent


February 28, 2010

Even in deep darkness, our sheltering God holds us. We release our grip 

on earthly things and open ourselves to God’s transformation.

Song Leader
Jan Brubaker
Worship Leader
A. Richard Weaver
GATHERING TO PRAISE

Gathering Music 
Hymn sing
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements
Moment in Mission – Winter Shelter
Lynne Beth

Music for meditation  
Hold On/Let Go
  Leon Myers

Lighting the Christ Candle
Call to Worship
 

Leader:
Sometimes we stumble in deep darkness.
People:
Even then, God is our shelter.
Leader:
Sometimes we clutch the things of this world.

People:
Even then, the Spirit can pry us loose.

Leader:
Sometimes we insist on staying the way we are.

People:
Even then, Jesus can transform our lives.

In the morning when I rise (stanzas 1-3)

STJ 45

HOLDING ON
Affirmation of faith

HWB 711

God of the Bible

STJ 27
Children’s Story
Lynne Beth

Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are John & Leslie Nissley, Anna Martin & William Broaddus

HEARING THE WORD

Old Testament reading
Genesis 15:1-6

Firstborn of Mary
Choir

Gospel reading
Luke 13:31-35
Rachel Martin
Sermon                              
Keeping our Focus
Sara Wiegner
God fill me now 

Insert
LETTING GO
Confession
Unison

God of truth, often the darkness is of our own making. We find that we have fallen in love with shadows, and would rather blame someone else than face our weakness.

(silence)

Help us open our eyes to you, the source of light.  Amen.

Assurance
HWB 707
Open my eyes
Youth & adult choir
Dedication of offering
A. Richard Weaver
Offertory

Dawon Suh
Congregational Prayer


This little light of mine
HWB 401
Sending

Leader:
God of light, you are the source of all true seeing.

People:
Let our families see your light.

Leader:
Let our communities see your light.

People:
Let your light spread throughout the world. Amen.
COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Helena Dueck & Jean Miller.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)
Adult Bible Study (winter)
Room 222

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Another Way To Run The World
Sanctuary

Discipleship Inquiry Group
Room 132

Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room
TODAY
SOUND PERSON: Barry Nolt
NURSERY CHURCH: Goldie Kuhns, Grace Weber, Meghan Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR Dawn Nolt, Jim Shenk 
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Charity Shenk, Karen King, Meghan Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Lynn Brubaker, Bonnie Stauffer
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Jon & Leslie Nissley; Andrea King & Lauren Dixon
MUG WASHERS: Frieda Hildebrandt & Eileen Byler
COFFEE SERVERS: Ira & Dorothy Nolt 

Lancaster Franconia Choral Singers invite you to a hymn sing today at 3:00 p.m. at Neffsville Mennonite Church.  The audience will be invited to join the choir in singing a number of hymns.  A free will offering will be taken.

THIS WEEK
March 1
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

March 1
Bridge of Hope training session @ 6:30PM, Room 222

March 4
Men’s breakfast, Udder Choice @ 7AM; presenter, Lloyd Chapman 

March 4
Community Meal

March 5
World Day of Prayer @ 8AM-12noon, AMC Sanctuary

March 6
Stewardship University @ Lancaster Mennonite High School

LOoKING AHEAD
March 7
Adult Choir rehearsal, 8AM

March 9
Congregational Life Committee meeting, 6:45PM

March 9
Congregational Council Meeting, 7PM

March 11
Bluffton University Shining Through Ministry Team @ 7PM
March 14
Sunday Soup immediately following Discipleship Hour

March 15
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

March 18
Share-A-Life & Venture Club – MRC Service Project @ 6:30-8PM

March 21
Men’s Choir rehearsal, 8AM

March 21
55PLUS meeting @ 5PM; Leon Good nature slide program

March 26
Venture Club Gym Night at Hallers’, 6:30-8PM

March 27
Dinner with Friends

March 28
Adult Choir rehearsal, 8AM

March 29
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

April 1
Maundy Thursday meal & communion @ 6:30PM, Assembly Room
April 4
Easter breakfast @ 7:45-8:45AM

April 4
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

Scripture for next Sunday: Isaiah 55:1-9
PRAYERS

Pray for Adam Glick who is a first year student at Hesston College studying Disaster Management.  Adam will be involved in an internship for eight weeks and appreciates your prayers during this time.  He also finds being away from home for long periods of time to be a challenge.
Ingrid Landis is at: Hickory House, Room B-8, 3120 Horseshoe Pike, Honey Brook, PA 19344.  Ingrid’s phone number is: 610-273-2915.
Anita Brendle continues her stay in ICU at Ephrata Community Hospital.
Care Package Thank You Notes:

Thank you so much for the care package. It makes my day when I get mail, let alone food in the mail! And of course all of my roommates are enjoying it as well.  Thanks again to everyone who put this together. ~ Kilee Rosenberry
Please thank all the Moms, dads and kids who helped put together these wonderful care packages.  It was so nice to get something to munch on and to know that the church and its members care about me. Thanks. ~ Peter Kidwell

Bulletin Insert
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

World Day of Prayer:  On Friday, March 5, the sanctuary will be open from 8AM – Noon for those interested in a time of silent prayer and reflection.

SUNDAY SOUP, March 14, 11:45AM.  Regular attendees and newcomers are invited to have lunch together and become better acquainted.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to attend.

The next community meal AMC will be serving is on Thursday, March 4.  I need 10 volunteers to bake a cake in a 13" x 9" pan.  Please let me know this morning if you can do this or call me at 396-0025.  The cake will need to be dropped off at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 167 E. Main Street, Ephrata, between 4:00 and 5:00PM on the 4th.  Enter the fellowship hall from the back entrance off Franklin Street.  ~ Jean Buchen
A FRIENDLY REMINDER - There are four categories of recycled paper which should be packaged separately: 1) Newspapers:  Anything that comes with your newspaper, also phone books.  No plastic such as Shopping News wrappers; 2) Office paper:  white, colored copy paper, envelopes (windows OK), advertisements from mail, index cards, manila envelopes, shredded, staples OK; 3) Magazines; 4) Cardboard.  Please package each category separately.  All proceeds go to MCC.  ~ Thanks, Al Claassen 
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