ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SOUP, January 10, @ 11:45AM.  Regular attendees and newcomers are invited to have lunch together and become better acquainted.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to attend.

Welcome to WOVEN – What is it?  A group of believers, seekers…or even questioners.  Doing what?  Being community, discussing, sharing.  Who is it?  It could be you or someone you know or someone you invite.  When is it?  Beginning January 10, every Sunday morning from 8-9AM, meeting in the Sabbath Room.  Come and find out if Woven is you.  Inspired by the lessons of Jesus and with input from the writings and thoughts of authors such as Donald Miller (Blue Like Jazz) and Jim Palmer (Divine Nobodies).
Conscientious Projector night at 7:00 pm on January 10 will feature "Gandhi and Jesus," a lecture by John Dear, a prominent Catholic writer, prophetic voice and peace activist.  

A Discipleship Inquiry Group (DIG) is forming for those new to AMC and/or new to the Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of faith.  This eight week Discipleship Hour offering will begin on January 17, facilitated by Pastor Jim. Please contact the church office if you have interest in participating.
Our Christmas Thank Offering to date is $16,286.
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$28,360.14
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$603,056.92
$639,000

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2009
$639,000.00
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January 3, 2010
Song Leader
Deborah Sprunger
Worship Leader
JW Sprunger
epiphany
God delivers!
Gathering Music 
Sue Broaddus, flute & Diane Gehman, piano
Angels we have heard on high
HWB 197
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements


Music for meditation – How brightly beams the morning star, HWB 222

Sue Broaddus
Call to Worship 

Leader: 
The darkness has ended. The Lord is here. Arise, shine, your light has come!
People:  We have a story to tell the nations. Let us lift up our eyes and look around us; let us come, one and all, to worship our Lord.
Leader:
Almighty and eternal God, Lord Christ, we thank you for your birth, for showing us the way back to God.
ALL:
May all the world receive her glorious king with joy.  Amen.
Opening Prayer

Morning Star, O cheering sight!
Andrea King, soloist
HWB 214
Scripture reading – Isaiah 60:1-6

Cheryl Zook
Christ, whose glory fills the sky
HWB 216
Candle lighting

Deborah Sprunger
Shine, Jesus, shine

WMV 32
Children’s Story

Patricia Martin 
You can shine
Marcia Hartzler


Children are dismissed from preschool church: Teachers are:  Scott & Wendy Sundberg; Christina Bowman, Tyler Martin

Scripture reading
Matthew 2:1-12
Cheryl Zook
Sermon                                   New light for a new day
Jim S. Amstutz
Response:  (based on Psalm 25 and Psalm 27) 
Leader: 
Lord, on this celebration of Epiphany, we rejoice in your presence with 


us and long for your return. We pray with the Psalmist:

People:
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust.

Leader:
In the midst of uncertainty and fear, we pray
People: do not let me be put to shame; do not left my enemies exult over me.

Leader: 
We confess that we have tried many paths and that our wandering has made us weary. Sometimes the stars we follow are made by human hands. Forgive us.

People:
Make us know your ways, O Lord; teach us your paths. Like the Magi, show us how to find the savior.

Leader: 
We come looking for your grace, not because we deserve it, but because of your merciful love for all people. We pray:

All:
May your kingdom come, O Lord!

Leader:
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, righteousness. May the Lord defend the cause of the poor, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.

People:
May righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
Leader: Good and upright is the Lord; for he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper, he redeems their life;

People: 
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness. Praise the Lord!
Arise, your life has come!
Insert
Welcome to Bonnie Myers and interim team
Congregational Prayer

Dedication of offering

Offertory
As with gladness men of old
HWB 218
Benediction
Go light your world
Brianna Brubaker



COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Dave & Linda Frey.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Adult Bible Study (winter)
Room 222

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parents of Preschoolers
Room 132 (downstairs)

Parent Trek – Love & Logic
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Lloyd & Goldie Kuhn’s home
College Students
   Sabbath Room

Another Way To Run The World
Sanctuary
TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Vernon Glick
NURSERY CHURCH: Lori Hardin & Dawn Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt & Cheryl Zook
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Carolyn Beyer, Barry Nolt, Rachel Smucker

NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt & Donna Shenk
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Scott & Wendy Sundberg; Madeleine Yoder & Rebecca Martin
MUG WASHERS:  Mary Martin & Dot Shenk
COFFEE SERVERS: Jim & Donna Shenk
Scripture for next Sunday:  Isaiah 61:1-4; Acts 8:14-17
THIS WEEK

January 4
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 6
Venture Club pool party @ Bird-in-Hand motel, 6:30-8PM

January 7
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM – presenter Glenn Weber

January 8-10
Jr. MYF Retreat at Camp Hebron

LOoKING AHEAD
January 10
Communion Sunday

January 10
Sunday Soup immediately after Discipleship Hour

January 10
Conscientious Projector night @ 7PM; "Gandhi and Jesus"

January 12
Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM

January 17
Men’s choir rehearsal, 8AM

January 17
55 PLUS meeting @ 5PM with Kim Wittel, LOVE INC as speaker

January 18 
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

January 30
MYF Spaghetti Supper @5:30PM

January 31
New Members Sunday

February 1 
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

PRAYERS
Pray for Elizabeth Martin who is a sophomore at Temple University majoring in General Communications and Business Studies.  Elizabeth is busy with balancing class workloads and a job.  She is glad that college students are not forgotten!
I want to thank you for keeping me and my family in your thoughts and prayers over this Christmas season.  As you might have heard already, my father passed away the morning of Dec. 23rd…  The memorial service was on Wednesday, Dec. 30 at Butler Ave. Mennonite Brethren Church… It’s amazing to hear how my Dad has touched the lives of so many people in the Fresno community and beyond—a true gift. --Ron Guenther

  

Our sympathies to Chuck Goertz, Pastor of Forest Hills Mennonite Church, at the death of his father, Rueben, on Christmas Eve. Chuck and his wife, Bev traveled to Oklahoma where the funeral was held on Thursday.
