Care Package Thank You Note:

Well, the last of the goodies have been eaten and I am left very satisfied, as are my housemates! Thanks so much to all of the people who took the time to put these great care packages together for us college folk. It means a lot to know that you are thinking of us while we are away.   Thanks again!  ~ Vanessa Hershberger

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you for baking cakes for the Ephrata Area Community Meal on March 4th.  We served 138 community guests.  Also thank you to the MYF and advisors and other members for the assistance with set up, serving and clean-up.  We will be serving again on Thursday, May 27th.  Please save the date if you are interested in helping. 

Volunteers needed to make soup for the Maundy Thursday meal on April 1, recipe will be provided.  Please contact Ethel Shank @ 733-4558 or asiaethel@yahoo.com.

Knotting Comforters for Haiti - Tuesday March 16, 9AM - Noon.  Join us in the Assembly Room for a time of fellowship knotting comforters to be sent to Haiti. Bring your scissors and Gertrude will supplies needles and thread.  
The Ephrata/Akron Ministerium is sponsoring a Lenten breakfast each Wednesday during Lent at OMPH Church at 6:00AM.  You are welcome to attend.

School Kits and Health Kits – Share-A-Life and Venture Club are making kits for our MRC work night March 18. Bags and lists are available on a table in the foyer for anyone who would like to make a kit.  
Saturday, April 17 – 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please plan to join us for our Annual Spring Assembly Celebration at CrossWay Church in Ocean City, MD. Ervin Stutzman will be the keynote speaker. There will be a chartered bus for all interested. Contact Keith Wilson at ACC to register and for more information – keithw@atlanticcoastconference.net – 717-394-8107. 
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$9,801.17
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$93,497.75
$122,885

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 244
Lead Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488; fax: 717-859-3942
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When we resist God, attached to our own way, we find ourselves wasting away in silence. When we see ourselves as God sees us, love is ours.
Song Leader 
David Martin
Worship Leader
Lorri Hardin
GATHERING TO PRAISE

Gathering Music 
Kenton Martin
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements

Music for meditation  
God fill me now (st. 1, 2 & 4)
  Insert
Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship
 

Leader:
Brokenness and fear have narrowed our vision.
People:
We yearn for true perspective.
Leader:
Look. God shows us the path to walk,
People:
in this we can rejoice.
Lead me, Lord

HWB 538
HOLDING ON
Confession of faith

HWB 714
Blessed Savior, we adore thee

HWB 107
Children’s Story
Lynne Beth


Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are John & Leslie Nissley, Christina Bowman, Feleen Nancarvis
HEARING THE WORD

Scripture reading
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
HWB 139

Reader’s Theater
Two Sons
Marvin Horst & Jerry Shank
Sermon                              
Dangerous Grace
Jim S. Amstutz 

Softly and tenderly

Brianna and Jan Brubaker


LETTING GO

Confession
Unison

Loving Father, some silences are nourishing. But there are also silences in which our spirits waste away, times we feel unloved, useless.
(silence)

Bring us back and restore us to your blessing. Amen.
Assurance 
Blessed assurance (st. 1)

HWB 332
Dedication of offering
Lorri Hardin
Offertory
Longing for light
STJ 54
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz
You’ve got a place at the welcome table
STJ 4
Sending

Leader:
God created us and said it was good.
People:
We accept this high calling.
Leader:
God put the Spirit within us.
People:
We cherish and listen to the Spirit.

Leader:
Strengthened and healed,

All:
we go now to serve a world that needs God.
COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are MYFers.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)
Adult Bible Study – Uniform Series
Room 222

Another Way to Run the World
Sanctuary

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Discipleship Inquiry Group
Room 132

Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room
TODAY
SOUND PERSON: Bryan Beyer
NURSERY CHURCH: Amy Burkholder, Dorcas Rolon, Meghan Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt, Helena Dueck
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Dawn Nolt, Ruth Detweiler, Katie Smucker

NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Janet Stoner, Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Scott & Wendy Sundberg; Madeleine Yoder, Andrea King
MUG WASHERS: Lowell & Ruth Detweiler
COFFEE SERVERS: Dave & Linda Frey, Ken & Marilyn Langeman
Everyone is invited to stay for Sunday Soup TODAY immediately following Discipleship Hour.

Thanks to the following persons who comprise the instrumental ensemble: Amy Burkholder and Megan Yoder, violin; Renae Weaver, viola; Zachary Yoder, cello; Jon Gingerich, string bass; Sue Broaddus, tin whistle; Hannah Yoder, accordion on keyboard; Deb Sprunger, piano; and David Martin, guitar.

All are welcome to attend movie night in the Assembly Room @ 7PM to see Arlington West Iraqi Veterans Speak Out.

THIS WEEK

March 15
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

March 16
Knotting Comforters @ 9AM-noon in the Assembly Room

March 18
Share-A-Life & Venture Club – MRC Service Project @ 6:30-8PM

LOoKING AHEAD

March 21
Men’s Choir rehearsal, 8AM

March 21
55PLUS meeting @ 5PM; Leon Good nature slide program

March 26
Venture Club Gym Night at Hallers’, 6:30-8PM

March 27
Spring mulching of church grounds, volunteers welcome @ 8:00AM

March 27
Dinner with Friends @ 6:00PM
March 28
Adult Choir Rehearsal, 8AM

March 29
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

April 1
Men’s breakfast, Udder Choice @ 7AM

April 1
Maundy Thursday meal & communion @ 6:30PM, Assembly Room

April 4
Easter breakfast @ 7:45-8:45AM

April 4
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

April 5
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

April 10
Rain date for mulching church grounds @ 8AM

April l7
ACC Spring Assembly, CrossWay Church, Ocean City, MD

April 17
MYF Pig Roast & MYF Scholarship Auction, 4:30PM - ?

April 18
Ervin Stutzman guest speaker for morning worship

Scripture for next Sunday: John 12:1-8
PRAYERS

We extend sympathies to Terri Hess at the death of her mother, Violet Yunginger (77). She passed away Tuesday morning at Brethren Village from complications related to Alzheimer’s.  Terri was able to be with her at the time.  Services were held Thursday in New Holland.

Anita Brendle continues as a patient at Ephrata Hospital in room 308D.

Anna Mae Bast is a patient at Ephrata Hospital in room 207D.

John Horst had surgery on Friday morning and was scheduled to go home on Friday.
Glenn Weaver was hospitalized at Lancaster General Hospital on Wednesday for testing and a scheduled pacemaker implant. 
Clayton Zimmerman was hospitalized at Ephrata Hospital on Wednesday for testing and a possible implant of a pacemaker.
Thank you very much for your kind support during Dorothy’s week in the Osteopathic Hospital at Harrisburg.  We are grateful for all the calls, prayers, food and visits from our very supporting church.  Dorothy will attend follow-up appointments with her doctors.  Prayers for her additional welfare will be appreciated.  ~Paul & Dorothy Martin

Pray for Adrienne Yoder who is a sophomore at Goshen College majoring in Music and Psychology.

Thank you for the cards and kind words of sympathy for me and my family following the death of my father, Harold Martin.  ~Jean Buchen

Ken & Marilyn Langeman are happy to announce the engagement of their son, Matthew Langeman, to Amy Howard.   Both live in Ontario -- Matthew in Waterloo and Amy in Owen Sound. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Red Coat Alert -- My red wool coat is missing.  Last Sunday I hung it on the coat rack near the side entrance into the Narthex, but it was gone when I went to put on my coat again after church.  Someone apparently took my coat, thinking it was hers -- and left her own coat on the coat rack.  If you wore a reddish, velour type fabric coat to church last Sunday and hung it on the rack near the water fountain when you came in (or wondered why the red coat you wore home last Sunday seemed a bit different somehow!) -- please check out the coat that I left hanging by the water fountain.  Perhaps that one is yours, and you have mine.  I would like to have my red wool coat back.  ~ Twila Miller  

Megan Ramer will be the keynote speaker at the 2010 Women in Conversation Retreats co-sponsored by Mennonite Women USA and Laurelville Mennonite Church Center.  Ramer, a graduate of Goshen College and Iliff Theological Seminary, is pastor of Chicago Community Mennonite Church. She will speak on the theme, “Living a Life of Gratitude” at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, Pa., April 9–11.  With the focus on women connecting spiritually and having fun at the same time, a variety of workshops will be offered including “Writing’s Gift: The Attitude of Gratitude” and “From Menarche to Menopause,” along with the ever-popular “Menno Spa.”  To register for the retreats contact Angela Dietzel at 800-839-1021.  For more information visit the Mennonite Women USA web site, <www.mennonitewomenusa.org>, or the Laurelville Mennonite Church Center web site, <www.laurelville.org>.

Kairos: School of Spiritual Formation welcomes all interested in the following April 2010 retreats at the Jesuit Center in Wernersville, PA. Register by March 25. Later registrations accepted on a space-available basis. FMI on the retreats or to register: <www.on-the-journey.org> or contact Kairos at 717-669-2957: Silent Retreat- Wed. evening April 7-Friday April 9 noon; Love as a Central Theme to the Journey- Fri. evening April 9-Sun. April 11 noon or Sat.-only option; and Silent Retreat- Fri. evening April 9-Sun. April 11 noon or Sat.-only option.  

Come and visit the meetinghouse where the oldest permanent Mennonite congregation in America met for 216 years! On Saturday, March 20, the historic Germantown Mennonite Meetinghouse will be open for tours and stories from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. For further information call 267-297-6124.

Lancaster Concert to Benefit MCC’s Haiti Efforts - April 2 – “Lancaster for Haiti - Hearts in Harmony.” A benefit Concert for Haiti Relief at the Lancaster Convention Center, Freedom Hall A! WXPN Welcomes the following bands: Slimfit, The Mint, The Swimmers, Ben Roth Band, Movies with Heroes, and more to be announced soon! Doors open at 7PM and show starts at 8PM. This is not an exclusively Christian event, but will benefit Mennonite Central Committee.
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