The Ephrata/Akron Ministerium is sponsoring a Lenten breakfast each Wednesday during Lent at OMPH Church at 6:00AM.  You are welcome to attend.

Plan to come and celebrate the Resurrection with an Easter Breakfast Sunday, April 4, beginning at 7:45, in the assembly room. 

Are you struggling with your allegiance to Jesus while paying taxes to Caesar?  Consider participating in a new Taxes for Peace interest group of the Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (http://www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/) that will be meeting at 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 27, 2010 at the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Ave., Lancaster, Pa. 17601.  Enter the doors at the car-roof in the back parking area of the church.   This is an opportunity to explore the consequences of the U.S. military budget, to learn about alternatives to paying federal taxes that support U.S. war making, and to seek ways for people of faith to witness on behalf of life-enhancing uses of their taxes.  If you wish to attend, or for further information, contact John Stoner (jstoner@ptd.net; 717-859-3388).

ACC Spring Assembly: Saturday, April 17 – 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Please plan to join us for our Annual Spring Assembly Celebration at CrossWay Church in Ocean City, MD. Ervin Stutzman will be the keynote speaker. There will be a chartered bus for all interested. Contact Keith Wilson at ACC to register and for more information – keithw@atlanticcoastconference.net – 717-394-8107. 
MCC is looking for people who enjoy working with children to assist with child care during the orientations and at other times during the year.  This would be very part-time work.  If interested please contact Nancy Chapman at MCC, 859 -1151.

Red Coat Alert -- My red wool coat is missing.  On March 7th, I hung it on the coat rack near the side entrance into the Narthex, but it was gone when I went to put on my coat again after church.  Please check your red coat(s), perhaps the one here at church is yours, and you have mine.  Thanks for checking.  ~ Twila Miller  
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$11,704.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$105,316.75
$135,173.00

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
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March 21, 2010

What we once prized seems like trash compared to an intimate relationship with God.  Relinquishing our self-justifying ways, we pour ourselves out as a gift.
Song Leader 
Deborah Sprunger
Worship Leader
Jeanette Bontrager
GATHERING TO PRAISE

Gathering Music 

Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements

Music for meditation  
God fill me now
Men’s Choir
Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship – (adapted from Psalm 126)
 

Leader:
When God restored us, it was like a dream:
People:
we laughed aloud and shouted for joy.
Leader:
Those around us noticed the difference:
People:
they saw what God had done.
ALL:
This is what we long for: God’s saving presence, always.

We sing to you, O God

STJ 1
HOLDING ON
Children’s Story
Lynne Beth


Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are Wendy Sundberg, Madeleine Yoder, and Andrea King

Hold On/Let Go
Leon Myers
HEARING THE WORD

Reader’s Theater – Lauren Dixon, Ron Flaming, Linda Good, Doug Harms, Flo Harnish, Jerry Horst, David Martin, Twila Miller, David Nancarvis, and Delores Nolt
Scripture
John 12: 1-8
Kathleen Yoder

Sermon                                 Dwelling       

A. Richard Weaver, facilitator 

My Jesus, I love thee (stanzas 1 & 2)

HWB 522


LETTING GO

Confession
Unison

There have been times, Lord, when we had confidence in ourselves, but life has jolted us into reality.  Everything we have stockpiled can disappear overnight.
(silence)

Only with you is there stability.  We want to partner with you, our forever Rock.  Amen.
Assurance 
A. Richard Weaver
Listen, God is calling

STJ 42
Dedication of offering
Jeanette Bontrager
Offertory
Come, Thou Fount
Men’s Choir
Congregational Prayer
A. Richard Weaver
Move in our midst
HWB 418
Sending

Leader:
Beloved by God, a blessing to your congregation, go now as God’s emissaries into the world.
People:
We are willing.  Use us, Lord.  Amen.
COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Ed & Twila Miller.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)
Adult Bible Study – Uniform Series
Room 222

Another Way to Run the World
Sanctuary

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room
TODAY
SOUND PERSON: Vernon Glick
NURSERY CHURCH: Dawn Nolt, Ruth Detweiler, Katie Smucker 
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Janet Stoner, Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Dorcas Rolon, Donna Shenk, Rachel Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Janet Stoner, Dawn Nolt 
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Wendy Sundberg; Feleen Nancarvis, Tyler Horst
MUG WASHERS: Ken & Marilyn Langeman
COFFEE SERVERS: Dave & Linda Frey, Ken & Marilyn Langeman
You are welcome to attend the 55PLUS meeting @ 5PM with Leon Good showing a nature slide program.

THIS WEEK

March 26
Venture Club Gym Night at Hallers’, 6:30-8PM

March 27
Spring mulching of church grounds, volunteers welcome @ 8:00AM

March 27
Dinner with Friends @ 6:00PM

LOoKING AHEAD

March 28
Adult Choir Rehearsal, 8AM

March 29
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

April 1
Men’s breakfast, Udder Choice @ 7AM

April 1
Maundy Thursday meal & communion @ 6:30PM, Assembly Room

April 2-3
Encounters with God, 7PM – 7PM, sign-up on bulletin board

April 4
Easter breakfast @ 7:45-8:45AM

April 4
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

April 5
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

April 10
Rain date for mulching church grounds @ 8AM

April l7
ACC Spring Assembly, CrossWay Church, Ocean City, MD

April 17
MYF Pig Roast & MYF Scholarship Auction, 4:30PM - ?

April 18
Ervin Stutzman guest speaker for morning worship

April 24
Bryan Moyer Suderman concert @ 7PM (more info in April newsletter)
Scripture for next Sunday: Luke 22:14-23:56
PRAYERS

Our sympathies to Marc and June Hershberger at the death of Marc’s nephew Mikel Jones (36), of Richmond, VA who died Saturday, March 13, 2010 from cancer.

Our sympathies to John Martin at the death of his brother, George (67) on March 13.  Services were held Thursday at Elizabethtown Mennonite Church.

Glenn Weaver was able to return home on Tuesday from Lancaster General Hospital.

Many thanks for your prayers, your beautiful flowers, your thoughts and cards during my recent hospitalization.  ~Alta Mellinger
Anita Brendle is now at Lancaster Rehabilitation Hospital at 675 Good Drive in room 148.
Jim is returning home from Pittsburgh today where he met with an AMC college student and spent the weekend with his brothers.
Clyde & Susan Martin are grandparents to twins - Nina & Aiden born on March 15th to Eric & Nancy Martin @ Gould Farm, 100 Gould Road, POBox 157, Monterrey, MA 10245
Care Package Thank You Note:

Thanks so much for the care package. I appreciate the time and effort the parents put into making the packages. My roommates enjoyed the goodies as much as I did.  Thanks again.  ~Addison Haller
Thank you so much for the box of goodies.  Between four guys they were gone in three days!  They were very much appreciated.  ~Austin Haller
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Volunteers needed to make soup for the Maundy Thursday meal on April 1, recipe will be provided.  Please contact Ethel Shank @ 733-4558 or asiaethel@yahoo.com.

Matt Harms has started a blog about his experiences with MCC in Sanski Most. If you are interested in reading his reflections, the blog address is http://matthewharms.wordpress.com/.
John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them* with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii* and the money given to the poor?’ 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it* so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’
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There will be light

Moving away



It will come breaking 
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From the morrow
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Now let go

Learning to play



Just when you think you’ve learned it

Play as we climb



There’s another step to know

Staying together



Turn left

For the journey



Turn right






Turn to the Son

Hold on




And love will be beside you

Hold on




Surprise you when it comes

Now let go



And love it will surprise you when it Just when you think you’ve learned it
comes
There’s another step to know

Turn left

Turn right

Turn to the Son

And love will be beside you 

Surprise you when it comes

And love it will surprise you when it comes

Fathers and

Daughter and

Mothers and sons

Listen to me

When there is failure

And sorrow

Keep turning



                                             Hold On/Let Go
Still yearning
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John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them* with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii* and the money given to the poor?’ 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it* so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’
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And love it will surprise you when it Just when you think you’ve learned it
comes
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