SUNDAY SOUP, March 14, 11:45AM.  Regular attendees and newcomers are invited to have lunch together and become better acquainted.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to attend.
BLUFFTON UNIVERSITY – The Shining Through Ministry Team is a group of students interested in sharing their faith and connecting with the wider church.  The service is a blend of contemporary songs, hymn adaptations, scripture and stories by the students.  All are welcome to this service at AMC on Thursday, March 11 at 7:00PM. If you are interested in providing lodging and breakfast for a student(s) see sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or talk to Pat Martin.
School Kits and Health Kits – Share-A-Life and Venture Club are making kits for our MRC work night March 18. Bags and lists are available on a table in the foyer for anyone who would like to make a kit.  
The Ephrata/Akron Ministerium is sponsoring a Lenten breakfast each Wednesday during Lent at OMPH Church at 6:00AM.  You are welcome to attend.
For anyone interested, Opera Lancaster will be performing La Boheme at F&M, March 12 – 14.  Kristin Sims will be singing the lead role of Mimi, and Anna, Peter, and Jon Clemens are also in the chorus.  Kristin’s performances are Friday and Saturday nights, and Sunday Matinee. For tickets and more information, visit http://www.operalancaster.com/.
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$10,098
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$82,881.58
$110,596.00

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 237
Lead Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488; fax: 717-859-3942

www.akronmench.org
AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
third Sunday of Lent



March 7, 2010

When we drink from the water that God is for us, 

we find we can leave behind all that does not satisfy.

Song Leader
Jan Brubaker

Worship Leader
Christina Martin

GATHERING TO PRAISE

Gathering Music 
Becca Longenecker

Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements

Music for meditation  
God fill me now
  Adult Choir

Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship
 

Leader:
Like parched ground waits for rain,

People:
we long for God, body and soul.

Leader:
When we see God’s power and glory,

People:
we can’t help but lift our hands in praise.

Leader:
God is the one we seek,

People:
the one we’ll hold on to.

As the deer

WMV 41

HOLDING ON
Affirmation of faith

HWB 715

I know not why God’s wondrous grace

HWB 338

Children’s Story
Lynne Beth


Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are John & Leslie Nissley, Andrea King & Lauren Dixon 
Hold on/Let go
Leon Myers
HEARING THE WORD

Scripture reading
Isaiah 55:1-9
Susan King

Sermon                              
March Gladness
Jim S. Amstutz 

All who hunger, gather gladly

Insert


LETTING GO

Confession
Unison

Source of everything good, we have worshipped other gods, and hungered and thirsted for things that do not satisfy.

(silence)

Do not test us beyond our strength, but restore us in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Assurance – Reader’s Theater
Don Good, Steve Hartzler, Cheryl Krafft


Daryl Mack, Patricia Martin, Karyn Nancarvis
O let all who thirst (HWB 495)

Adult choir
Dedication of offering
Christina Martin

Offertory

Renae Weaver, David Martin
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz
Go, my children
HWB 433
Sending

Leader:
Leaving behind what does not satisfy,
People:
and letting go of our pride, greed and selfishness,
Leader:
let us look to God
People:
and share what we’ve received.
COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Samuel & Dorcas Rolon.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)
Adult Bible Study – Uniform Series
Room 222

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Discipleship Inquiry Group
Room 132

Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room
TODAY
SOUND PERSON: Dale Hershey
NURSERY CHURCH: Charity Shenk, Karen King, Meghan Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Lynn Brubaker, Bonnie Stauffer
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Amy Burkholder, Dorcas Rolon, Meghan Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt, Helena Dueck
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: John & Leslie Nissley; Christina Bowman & Feleen Nancarvis
MUG WASHERS: Gerry & Linda Horst
COFFEE SERVERS: Dave & Linda Frey
THIS WEEK

March 9
Congregational Life Committee meeting, 6:45PM

March 9
Congregational Council Meeting, 7PM

March 11
Bluffton University Shining Through Ministry Team @ 7PM
LOoKING AHEAD
March 14
Sunday Soup immediately following Discipleship Hour

March 15
Women’s Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home, 7PM

March 16
Knotting Comforters @ 9AM-noon in the Assembly Room

March 18
Share-A-Life & Venture Club – MRC Service Project @ 6:30-8PM

March 21
Men’s Choir rehearsal, 8AM

March 21
55PLUS meeting @ 5PM; Leon Good nature slide program

March 26
Venture Club Gym Night at Hallers’, 6:30-8PM

March 27
Dinner with Friends

March 28
Adult Choir rehearsal, 8AM

March 29
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

April 1
Maundy Thursday meal & communion @ 6:30PM, Assembly Room

April 4
Easter breakfast @ 7:45-8:45AM

April 4
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

April 5
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s home, 7PM

Scripture for next Sunday: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
PRAYERS

Mennonite women in the U.S. are being asked to pray that the women of Bukavu, Congo will be strengthened to be faithful in discerning how to speak against crimes of violence as they participate in International Women’s Day on March 8, 2010.

Pray for Eli Passage who is a junior at Bluffton University majoring in communications.
John Horst is scheduled for surgery later this month in Florida.  Please keep him and Carolyn in your prayers.

Care Package Thank You Notes:

Thank you so much for your Valentines Day treat! What a nice surprise to get. The treats were wonderful, but it is especially nice to know you are being thought of and remembered. I appreciate the time you took to send this thoughtful gift. ~ Sarah Vavreck

Thank you so much for the care package. It is always wonderful to receive the homemade goodies while I am away from home. I feel very fortunate to have a caring and supportive congregation. Thanks again for all your thoughtfulness and prayers while I am in my last semester at Penn College.  ~ Liz Rutt

Thank you for the great care package.  My friends and I really enjoyed it while being snowed in! ~ Ben Landis
 Thank you very much for the care package. It's nice to know you are still thinking about me when I'm at school.  ~ David Landis
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Knotting Comforters for Haiti - Tuesday March 16, 9AM - Noon.  Join us in the Assembly Room for a time of fellowship knotting comforters to be sent to Haiti. Bring your scissors and Gertrude will supplies needles and thread.  
