YOUR HELP is needed for the Ephrata Community Meal on Thursday, May 27th.  AMC will be responsible for the meal.  We need 9 people to make 3 dozen cookies, people to help with set up prior to the meal, serving the meal, and clean up afterwards.  Please contact Jean Buchen 396-0025 or jbuchen@kthighland.com if you are interested in helping.  
TROUBLED about paying for war while praying for peace?  You’re invited to participate in the upcoming gathering of the Taxes for Peace interest group of the Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (http://www.lancasterinterchurchpeacewitness.org/) scheduled for 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 22, 2010 at the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 1601 Sunset Avenue in Lancaster.  A light “breakfast” will be available for a donation.  This is an opportunity to explore the consequences of the U.S. military budget, to learn about alternatives to paying federal taxes that support U.S. war making, and to seek ways for people of faith to witness on behalf of life-enhancing uses of their taxes.  For further information, contact H.A. Penner (penner@dejazzd.com; 717-859-3529).

A FRIENDLY REMINDER- There are four categories of recycled paper which should be packaged separately: (1) Newspapers - Anything that comes with your newspaper, also phone books.  No plastic, such as Shopping News wrappers; (2) Office paper:  white, colored copy paper, envelopes (windows OK}, advertisements from mail, index cards, manila envelopes, shredded, staples OK; (3) Magazines; and (4) Cardboard.  PLEASE PACKAGE EACH CATEGORY SEPARATELY.  Proceeds from re-cycling at Ephrata Material Resource Center were $204,000 for this fiscal year.  Thanks, Al Claassen
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$6,938
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$177,029
$233,481

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
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Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers

Worship Planning Team: Jim S. Amstutz, Ron Guenther, Patricia Martin, Deb & JW Sprunger, Cheryl Zook
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber
 Interim Secretary: Jolene Weaver
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AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 16, 2010
Enmeshed in unfair economies built on scarcity, we’re called to speak the truth of God’s abundance for all.  Like Paul and Silas, we live in new boldness that liberates both oppressor and oppressed.
GATHERING 

Song Leader
Eileen Graybill
Worship Leader
J. W. Sprunger
Gathering Music
Madeleine Yoder
Welcome and invitation of guests


Leader:
The Lord is risen!

People: He is risen indeed!

Introductions
Call to Worship

Leader:
As Paul and Silas were bold in prayer and praise,

People: so the Spirit also leads us into new boldness.

Leader:
God draws our attention to those in distress,

People: filling us with audacity and compassion.

Leader:  In the face of difficulty,

People:  Jesus grants us the courage to walk a new path.
PRAISING

Brethren, we have met to worship
HWB 8
Opening Prayer

Cantai ao Senhor (O sing to the Lord)
STJ 12
Children’s Time
H. A. Penner

Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are: Tim & Karyn Nancarvis; Megan Erb, Megan Yoder

Dedication of offering   


Offertory

Madeleine Yoder
My Shepherd will supply my need

Men’s Choir
HEARING THE WORD
Scripture: Acts 16: 16-34
      
David Wise
Sermon 
Oh, the foolish things we do for freedom 
         Elizabeth Soto
Affirmation of faith – This is the threefold truth
HWB 335
RESPONDING

Recognition of graduating high school seniors
Karen King

Announcements and updates

Prayers of the people

J. W. Sprunger
Thuma mina

HWB 434
Benediction

COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Kevin, Karen, & Andrea King. 
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board
DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Adult Bible Study – Uniform Series
Room 222

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room

College and Young Adult
Sabbath Room

TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Vernon Glick
NURSERY CHURCH: Lorri Hardin, Bonnie Stauffer, Kate Smucker
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH:
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: 
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Bryan & Carolyn Beyer; Anna Martin, Peter Wise
MUG WASHERS: Al & Gladys Claassen
COFFEE SERVERS: Grace & Nelson Weber
· Jr. Education Teachers Appreciation Brunch @10:30-11:30AM Assembly Room

· Senior High graduate recognition; luncheon @ Amstutz home @ noon
We welcome Elizabeth Soto as guest preacher today. Ely currently works as Coordinator of Field Education at Lancaster Theological Seminary and associate chaplain at Women’s & Baby’s Hospital.  Along with her husband Frank Albrecht, she served two terms with the Colombian Mennonite Church (93-96 and 01-05).  She also worked for MCC for over 12 years.  She is the mother of teenage daughters Sara Liliana (14) and Yentlie Elis (17).

Patricia Martin and Karyn Nancarvis are attending the Narrative Weekend with Ted & Company Theatre Works at Laurelville Retreat Center.

Thanks to Nelson Martin, coordinator of Support for Prison Ministries, for use of the jail cell for today’s worship.
THIS WEEK
May 17
Women’s Bible Study @ Marlene Kaufman’s @ 6:30PM

May 20
Congregational Life meeting @ 6:45PM

LOoKING AHEAD

May 23
Peace Pole Dedication; recognition of Mary Jane Crockett
May 23
55PLUS meeting @ 5PM documentary, PAX Service an Alternative to War
May 25
Ongoing conversation regarding staffing configuration & equipping the church model, 6:30-8:30PM

May 27
Community meal served @ 6:00PM @ First United Methodist Church

June 2
Library Committee meeting @ 6:00PM

June 3
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM with Mark Weidner as presenter 

June 6
Ongoing conversation regarding staffing configuration & equipping the church model, 10:30-11:30AM

June 6
Jr. MYF @ Camp Hebron

June 20-23 
Children’s Peace Camp, K-5, 6:30-8PM each evening, AMC

July 25-28 
Adult VBS with speaker Carolyn Heggen
Scripture for next week: Acts 2:1-21
PRAYERS 
Ingrid Landis received news that she has stage 4 cancer in her brain.  She is now back at Zerbe Sisters and waiting further treatment.  Continue to pray for Ingrid during this difficult time.
We give thanks and congratulations to Steve Zook & Charity Shenk on the birth of a healthy son, Theodore Shenk Zook, born on Monday, May 10.  Gavin’s little brother weighed 6lbs, 15oz and was born at home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MANY THANKS to those who brought bags of groceries for Ephrata Social Services.  49 bags were delivered this week.  The recipients of this generous donation also thank you.

HOST FAMILIES are needed for a group of 12 students (8 girls and 4 boys) coming from Western Mennonite School in Salem, Oregon for a mini-term to learn more about Mennonite and Amish history.  Lodging is needed for one night, Friday June 11.  Hosts would pick up the students here at the church at 8:00PM, give them breakfast on Saturday morning and bring them back to the church by 8:30AM.  The group is lead by sisters Kelsey (teacher) and Kiara Yoder (daughters of Carolyn & Clark Yoder, former MCCers).  A sign up sheet is on the church bulletin board.  If you have any questions please see Janet Weber. 

Continuing the Conversation - On Tuesday, May 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Jim Hanna and Linda Crockett from the Samaritan Counseling Center will lead two discernment groups discussing calling a family life minister to develop programs of intergenerational ministry; and an intentional focus on empowering and 
equipping lay ministries including pastoral care.  Those who attended May 7 & 8 are invited back, and those who are interested in joining are welcome to attend.  There is a sign up sheet in the foyer.  Childcare will be provided.
VOLUNTEER cook needed for Meals on Wheels in Ephrata.  If interested call Becky Miller at 717-733-4846 or Tom Swalwell at 717-733-0345.

