THANK YOU, THANK YOU, to the many AMCers who sent cards and/or "memories" for the Memory Book which Janet assembled for Paul's 90th
birthday celebration Sunday, April 18, at Greencroft Middlebury's Senior Center – it was a great success.  It was a festive occasion with local friends from long-ago up to the present, joining all our family, including the 6 grandchildren, for lots of reminiscing. Our family -- Janet/Dave from NM, Doug from CA, Mike and 3 daughters Kaitlin, Cloe, Jaden from CO, arrived Thursday, the 16th,  lodging at Rita/Phillip's with their Gus, Zoey and Sierra.  We had 3 wonderful days together. Monday morning the travelers returned to their homes and jobs. We are reliving the many memories which will go with us far into the future. Thanks again.  ~ Paul and Marjorie Ruth
Mennonite Central Committee is hosting a conference marking its 90th anniversary, June 13-14, 2010 at the MCC Meeting Place in Akron, Pa. Entitled "A Table of Sharing: Mennonite Central Committee and the Expanding Networks of Mennonite Identity," the conference includes presentations by Donald Kraybill, Malinda Berry, Nancy Heisey, Stanley Green and others. The conference is free and open to the public, but on-line registration is encouraged. More information is available at mcc.org/atableofsharing or by calling Sue Glick at (717) 859-1151.
New address: Brian Weaver, 161 N. Locust Street, Lititz, PA 17543. Phone: 625-4411.
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$7,319
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$158,618
$196,615

12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2010
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: no count
Lead Pastor: Jim S. Amstutz 
Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis

Interim Pastoral Care Assistant: Bonnie Myers

Worship Planning Team: Jim S. Amstutz, Ron Guenther, Patricia Martin, Deb & JW Sprunger, Cheryl Zook
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber

1311 Diamond St., Akron, PA 17501 717-859-1488
www.akronmench.org
AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
fifth sunday of easter
May 2, 2010
From a love reserved for those close to us, the Spirit calls us to love both friends and enemies in ways we never dreamed possible.  There is only one commandment: to love like Jesus loves.

Song Leader
Herman Bontrager
Worship Leader
Mark Weidner
GATHERING 

Gathering Music
Amy Burkholder
Invitation of guests

Call to Worship


Leader:
Jesus gave a new command: to love as he loved.

People:
Looking beyond ourselves, this is how to love.

Leader:
Thinking first of others, this is how to love.

People:
pushing aside convenience, this is how to love.

Leader:
Giving even when it hurts, this is how to love.

People: 
By following Jesus, we share his love.
PRAISING

He came down

WMV 9
Opening Prayer

Let the whole creation cry

HWB 51
Children’s Time
Tim Nancarvis

Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are: Kris & Patrick Leaman; Matthew Nancarvis, Tyler Horst

Dedication of offering


Offertory

Amy Burkholder

HEARING THE WORD
Scripture: Acts 11:1-18
      
 Patrice Flaming, Sean & Rita


                                         McCrae Boer, Christy and Karl Dirks, Tim Langeman
Sermon
Mission, Identity, Community
Jim S. Amstutz
RESPONDING

New earth, heavens new





   HWB 299
Affirmation of faith – This is the threefold truth 
HWB 335

Diary of a Kidnapped Colombian Governor (book)
Jim S. Amstutz



Hugo Zorrilla
Announcements and updates

Prayers of the people

Jim S. Amstutz

In Christ there is no East or West

HWB 306
Benediction

Jim S. Amstutz
COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Eileen Byler & Frieda Hildebrandt. 
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board
DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Adult Bible Study – Uniform Series
Room 222

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room
TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Dale Hershey
NURSERY CHURCH: Sally Wise, H.A. Penner, Meghan Nolt
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Carolyn Horst, Ruth Detweiler, Rachel Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Tim & Karyn Nancarvis; Hannah Yoder, David Nancarvis
MUG WASHERS: Richard & Ruth Weaver
COFFEE SERVERS: Doug & Joanne Ranck Dirks
· The banner that we are enjoying this Easter season has been loaned to us by Gwen Stamm and Scottdale Mennonite Church.  Please take a moment to read the text of the hymn – HWB 57 Come and give thanks to the Giver with the text by Mennonite poet, Jean Janzen.

· Men’s choir rehearsal: 10:45-11:30, Sanctuary

· Everyone is welcome to stay and enjoy a fellowship meal immediately after Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes.
LOoKING AHEAD

May 6
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM with Jim Smucker as presenter

May 7-8
Retreat by Samaritan Counseling Center (see announcement)

May 9
Conscientious Projector night with Virgil & Kathy Troyer, MCC Regional Disaster Management Coordinators for MesoAmerica & Haiti @ 7PM

May 11
Congregational Life meeting @ 6:45PM

May 11
Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM

May 15
Community Mennonite Church’s 25th Anniversary Concert, AMC, 7PM

May 16
Men’s choir rehearsal @ 8AM

May 16
Jr. Education Teachers Appreciation Brunch @10:30-11:30AM Assembly Room
May 16
Senior High School recognition; luncheon @ Amstutz home

May 23
Peace Pole Dedication

May 23
55PLUS meeting @ 5PM documentary PAX Service an Alternative to War
June 3
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM with Mark Weidner as presenter 

June 20-23 
Children’s Peace Camp, K-5, 6:30-8PM each evening, AMC

July 25-28 
Adult VBS with speaker Carolyn Heggen
Scripture for next week: Acts 16:9-15

PRAYERS 
Words are inadequate to acknowledge the kindnesses that have been 

showered on our family during our long goodbye with Gladys, and in the 

days following. We were ministered to in so many ways by so many people. 

What we experienced is best expressed in the song On Eagle’s Wings.

And He will raise you up on eagle's wings,

Bear you on the breath of dawn,

Make you to shine like the sun,

And hold you in the palm of His Hand.                          ~ Edgar Stoesz
Peter Kidwell will be traveling to Israel for his cross cultural with Bluffton University from May 10 - 26. Please keep Peter and his group in your prayers.
Ingrid Landis has moved to Zerbe Sisters, Room 28B, 2499 Zerbe Road, Narvon, PA 17555.  The phone number for Zerbe Sisters is 717.445.4551.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Virgil and Kathy Troyer will report on the past, present and future of MCC's Haiti earthquake response on May 9 at 7:00PM. This is a conscientious projector night program sponsored by the Equipped Outreach Cluster.
The SENT Committee is asking AMC for contributions to a grocery bag drive to support the work of Ephrata Area Social Services.  The bags may be brought to the church any time between now and May 9, 2010. Items particularly needed by EASS at this time are:  pancake mix, syrup, box pudding, jelly, juices, cake mix, crackers, macaroni and cheese, and green beans.  Please place items in regular grocery bags.  Thank you once again for your generous participation,
Understanding the New Staffing Configuration - Everyone is invited to attend an interactive learning session with Jim Hanna and Linda Crockett of the Samaritan Counseling Center at AMC on Friday evening, May 7 from 7 - 9PM, and Saturday morning, May 8 from 9 – 11AM.  It is important that you attend both sessions.  Please use the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer.  Childcare will be provided.   
