Continuing the Conversation - On Tuesday, May 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Jim Hanna and Linda Crockett from the Samaritan Counseling Center will lead two discernment groups discussing calling a family life minister to develop programs of intergenerational ministry; and an intentional focus on empowering and equipping lay ministries including pastoral care.  Those who attended May 7 & 8 are invited back, and those who are interested in joining are welcome to attend.  There is a sign up sheet in the foyer.  Childcare will be provided.

COOKIES donated for the Community Meal on Thursday, May 27th can be dropped off at the First United Methodist Church between 4:00 and 5:30PM OR at Akron Mennonite Church before 3:00PM.  Thank you!  ~Jean Buchen  

AVOID THE SUMMER DOLDRUMS (Webster: “Doldrums – a period of inactivity, stagnation, or slump.”)  Akron Mennonite Church often experiences a decrease in giving during the summer months. But our expenses continue throughout the summer. Our annual budget of $639,000 implies average giving by each household of about $62 per week.  Stewardship Committee invites you to avoid the Summer Doldrums in your giving to AMC. You can do that by signing up for regular electronic donations, or by writing checks in advance to cover times when you will be away from Akron on a Sunday. See Janet Weber in the AMC office for more information. Thanks.

You are cordially invited to attend the Award Ceremony for the Peace Essay Contest on Sunday, May 23 at 4:00 p.m. at St. Peter's United Church of Christ.  Dr. Elizabeth Soto is the featured speaker. The title this year is Peace with Justice: America as a Role Model in a Global Society.  The event is dedicated to the memory of the Rev. Bill Daniels, who passed away this year.
GIVING & BUDGET
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 Interim Secretary: Jolene Weaver
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AKRON MENNONITE CHURCH
PENTECOST
May 23, 2010
Not constrained by culture, race, or language, the Spirit is poured out on young and old, men and women.  Like those gathered in Jerusalem on Pentecost, we’re astonished to find ourselves part of a new community that includes the whole of creation.
GATHERING 

Song Leader
Jon Clemens
Worship Leader
Susan King
Gathering Music
Lawrence Rupley
Welcome and invitation of guests

Opening Prayer

PRAISING

Holy Spirit, come with power
HWB 26
God sends us the Spirit
HWB 293
Children’s Time
John Weber

Children are dismissed for preschool church: Teachers are: Bryan & Carolyn Beyer; Anna Martin, Peter Wise
Dedication of offering   


Offertory

Lawrence Rupley
Veni Sancte Spiritus

HWB 298
HEARING THE WORD
Scripture reading
                      Acts 2: 1-21      
Donna Shenk
Sermon                The indispensable Spirit:
 A wild goose chase
          Jim S. Amstutz
RESPONDING

My soul is filled with joy

STJ 13
Affirmation of faith

HWB 679
Recognition of service of Mary Jane Crockett
Jim S. Amstutz
Announcements and updates

Prayers of the people

Jim S. Amstutz
Come, O Spirit, come

insert
Peace Pole dedication

insert

We are marching in the light of God

WMV 30

Benediction


COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are Betty Rheinheimer & Bernice Valverde. 
CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board
DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Adult Bible Study – Uniform Series
Room 222

Hospitality
Bonnie’s Office
Parent Trek
Room 133 (downstairs)

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Koinonia
Goldie & Lloyd Kuhns’ home
Woven – meeting at 8AM
Sabbath Room

College and Young Adult
Sabbath Room

TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Barry Nolt
NURSERY CHURCH: 
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: 
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH:
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCILPLESHIP HOUR: 
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: No preschool church
MUG WASHERS: Jolene Weaver & Jean Buchen
COFFEE SERVERS: Barb & H.A. Penner
Today’s 55 PLUS meeting has been postponed until next month.
THIS WEEK
May 25
Ongoing conversation regarding staffing configuration & equipping the church model, 6:30-8:30PM

May 27
Community meal served @ 6:00PM @ First United Methodist Church

LOoKING AHEAD

May 30
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

May 30
Elizabeth Soto will be our guest speaker for worship

June 2
Library Committee meeting @ 6:00PM

June 3
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7AM with Mark Weidner as presenter 

June 6
Ongoing conversation regarding staffing configuration & equipping the church model, 10:30-11:30AM

June 6
Jr. MYF @ Camp Hebron

June 13
55 PLUS meeting @ 5:00PM documentary, PAX Service an Alternative to War
June 20-23 
Children’s Peace Camp, K-5, 6:30-8PM each evening, AMC

July 25-28 
Adult VBS with speaker Carolyn Heggen
Scripture for next week: Ezekiel 13:8-10; Psalm 34:14
PRAYERS 
From AMCs "children" at CMCL: It was good to see so many of you at our 25th anniversary concert. Thanks so much for your support of our congregation by attending the event and contributing to our Grant Street Dental project.
Ruth Wenger remains hospitalized at Geisinger Memorial Hospital in Danville, PA. She suffered 14 broken ribs and is making slow but steady progress in ICU.  Daughters Ann, Carla and Tonya remain at her side and appreciate all the support from house church and the AMC family.  It was confirmed that Sam suffered a heart attack before the car accident. Plans are for a private family viewing, cremation, and a memorial service sometime in the future hoping Ruth can be present.
Philip Rutt received treatment at Ephrata Community Hospital this week for a twisted intestine.  Phil and Marian hope Philip can return soon to Friendship Community and appreciate all the assistance from the respite team who helped stay with Philip during this time in the hospital.
Our sympathies to Linda Hoffman whose mother Betty Hoffman (85) died last Sunday while on Hospice care at Messiah Village. Services were held yesterday at the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church.
Paul Smucker had surgery Wednesday to remove a brain tumor.  He is the father of Jim, Ruth, and Barb Mitchell. He remains hospitalized at Lancaster General Hospital.
Henry Miller, Jolene Weaver and June Hershberger’s father, remains hospitalized in Iowa following emergency colon surgery and post-op complications.  June is in there now to support their mother and Jolene spent a week there earlier. 
Les Wagner was admitted to Ephrata Community Hospital on Wednesday for an intestinal blockage and is hoping to return home this weekend.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOST FAMILIES are needed for a group of 12 students (8 girls and 4 boys) coming from Western Mennonite School in Salem, Oregon for a mini-term to learn more about Mennonite and Amish history.  Lodging is needed for one night, Friday June 11.  Hosts would pick up the students here at the church at 8:00PM, give them breakfast on Saturday morning and bring them back to the church by 8:30AM.  The group is lead by sisters Kelsey (teacher) and Kiara Yoder (daughters of Carolyn & Clark Yoder, former MCCers).  A sign up sheet is on the church bulletin board.  If you have any questions please see Janet Weber. 

Sean Boer also graduated this spring with a degree in secondary mathematical education.  Our apologies for not listing Sean with the others who graduated.

Peace Camp 2010 - Calling all kids in Grades K-5 to join us June 20-23 for Peace Camp at AMC.  Invite your friends and enemies for four exciting nights of stories, games, music and art.  Brochures are available at the Welcome desk.



Bulletin Insert


May 23, 2010

PEACE POLE DEDICATION
Reader:
We are here to present a Peace Pole to the Akron Mennonite Church

Reader:
There are over 250,000 Peace Poles planted around the world.

All:  
May Peace Prevail On Earth

Reader:
Peace Poles are located in some very interesting places.

Reader:
Peace Park in Salt Lake City, where there are 84 Peace Poles planted

Reader:
The War Museum in Vietnam

Reader:
Robben Island in South Africa where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned

Reader:
the Pyramids in Egypt

Reader:
the Allenby Bridge between Israel and Jordan

All:
May Peace Prevail On Earth

Pastor:
We enjoin one another to heed the words of Jesus who said: "Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called the sons and daughters of God." (Matthew 5:9)

All:  
May Peace Prevail On Earth

Reader:
 We chose the languages for our peace pole to represent those formerly called enemies. The languages are Japanese, English, German, Spanish, Russian, Arabic, Lakota Sioux, and Vietnamese.

Pastor:
We accept and acknowledge that Jesus is the driver of our life, and his way of peace is the hope we cling to and the goal we pursue. We acknowledge that our hearts have not always been pure in the pursuit of peace.

All:
May Peace Prevail On Earth

Pastor:
We accept this peace pole lovingly presented to us by the children of our congregation as a reminder to all who enter our doors that Peace is a part of who we are.
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Pastor:
We accept this peace pole lovingly presented to us by the children of our congregation as a reminder to all who enter our doors that Peace is a part of who we are.

All:
May Peace Prevail On Earth

Pastor:
Let us stand as we ask God's blessing upon this peace pole

All:
Dear God, the Source of Peace, we ask your blessing on our Peace Pole as we dedicate ourselves to living more fully the peace you have given us. Help us to strive for your peace within and in our world; to actively work in nonviolent ways to abolish war and the injustices causing war from our own hearts and from the face of the earth. We pray for our world leaders that they will reject the violence of war and work for conflict resolution and justice through negotiation and diplomacy. God of Peace may our Peace Pole be a reminder to us and a witness to our community of our commitment to work for a just and peaceful world. We ask this in Jesus' name, the Prince of Peace. Amen.
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