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Akron Mennonite Church Newsletter 
1311 Diamond Street, Akron, Pennsylvania 17501 August 2010 

VISION FOR AMC 

Akron Mennonite Church will be fully engaged in God's 
mission in a broken world as we are called, equipped and sent 
by the Holy Spirit to follow Christ in life.  Shaped by the gifts 
and vision of our members, we will keep Christ and church at 
the center of our lives as we reach out to neighbors near and 
far and witness to the world around us through an 
Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of faith. 

Worship Notes 
By 

Jim S. Amstutz 
 

4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given 
to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
    -Romans 12:4-8 
 

August is our transition month from one church year 
into the next.  We take a sabbatical from Sunday School 
and Discipleship Hour. Committees, teachers, advisors, 
mentors, and other volunteers across the AMC system 
are in transition.  We are also working toward and living 
into a deeper organizational culture change as we 
embrace a new staffing configuration and equipping 
model of ministry. 
 
What might we learn from this passage in Paul’s letter to 
the church in Rome? 
 
1. Many members-different functions.  
We acknowledge and celebrate our unity and oneness in 
Christ, while at the same time counting on the diversity 
of gifts and talents.  Not all have the same gifts. Not all 
are called to do a particular function, but neither should 
we limit ourselves to what we know we can do.  There 
are times when our professional talents can truly serve 
the common good.  People with expertise in construction 
and building maintenance may find a natural place to 
serve as a Trustee. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
August 1 – Jim S. Amstutz 
 
August 8 – Michael Hardin 
 
August 15 – Jim S. Amstutz 
  
August 22 – Singing our favorite hymns 
 
August 29 - Calvin Yoder 
 

 

On the other hand, if you are a professional teacher, it 
may well be true that the last thing you want to do on 
Sunday morning is teach!  When I take my Sabbath each 
Friday, I intentionally try and do things NOT related to  
pastoral ministry.  It’s precisely the change of pace that 
provides the emotional and physical rest that I need.  
The opposite would be true for most in the 
congregation.  Does a professional musician only get 
asked to do music?  Does someone with gifts in 
administration only get asked to chair a committee? 
 

2. We have gifts. 

We must always start with the assumption of giftedness 
in our discernment of matching people with gifts and 
passion with ministry opportunities.  Jesus promised 
that the Holy Spirit will be in our midst, empowering us 
all with gifts for mutual ministry in the body of Christ.  
It is God who builds the church through us.  We need to 
be open to a fresh breeze of the Spirit in our lives.  Can 
we give ourselves permission to experiment outside of 
our comfort zones?   
 
We have many new faces up front during worship, 
thanks to the good work of the Worship Planning Team.  
How does anyone ever gain confidence in public 
speaking unless they are given opportunity to do so?  
Some suggest that gifts of the Spirit may in fact be 
“seasonal.”  We may find deep fulfillment serving in a 
capacity in the church that suits us.  But what if we are 
closing ourselves off to new possibilities because we 
have grown comfortable there?  Dare we experiment, 
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step out in faith, with much grace and encouragement 
from the rest of us, and try something new? 
 
3. Where most needed. 

Foundational ministries are those we all agree are 
essential to the life of the church.  We need people gifted 
in music and worship to guide us all into God’s space 
each Sunday morning. We also need people with 
passion and gifts to teach and advise and mentor our 
children and youth, and serve in key ministry areas.  
During this interim time people have stepped up and 
said “I will serve.”  As I give oversight to the many 
interim positions and programs, I am so grateful for 
those who say “Use me where I am most needed.”   
 
Paul reminds us that only together can we form the Body 
of Christ.  Church is always a team effort in partnership 
with one another and the Holy Spirit.  We have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us.  Let us use them to 
serve God by serving others. 

 

AMC Profile: Bernice Valverde 

                       

Bernice Valverde has the distinction of coming to AMC 
to be married.  She and Daniel were the second couple to 
marry in this young church by the first pastor Kermit 
Derstine.  Daniel was already attending AMC and 
invited Bernice to consider this as an alternative to her 
home church, Bowmansville Mennonite.  This was a big 
change from what she experienced in her home church.  
She appreciated the world view influence from MCC 
and the acceptance of everyone.  Bernice and Daniel 
were married in 1966, and she became a member that 
same year.  In the following years, three of her siblings 

joined her here: Mae Weaver and brothers Glenn and 
John Weber. 
 
Bernice Weber is one of 9 children, four brothers and 
four sisters, who grew up on the family farm near 
Bowmansville.  She met Daniel in Florida while visiting 
there with a friend.  Daniel was interested enough in this 
Pennsylvania lass to move to Lancaster County and 
pursue the relationship.  A year after their marriage, 
Daniel took Bernice to Bolivia, his native country, to 
introduce her to his family, his village, and his culture.  
Bernice says this was life-changing for her.  She now saw 
the world through a larger lens and realized that many 
people are not as privileged as we are here in wealthy 
Lancaster County.  This inspired her to lead a simple life 
and care about the well-being of others.   
 
Many years later Daniel would fulfill his life dream of 
helping those in his home village.  He began a 
scholarship fund to support students to continue their 
education and contribute to the development of their 
culture.  He made numerous trips to Bolivia to offer aid 
in many forms, with the help of MCC and close friends 
here.    
 
Bernice and Daniel were partners in their own business 
that started in 1975 when Daniel opened his tire business 
near Bowmansville.  They built a house down the road 
where they raised their sons Douglas and Michael.  
When the boys were older, Bernice began working as a 
teller in the bank that is now M & T.  There were more 
trips to Bolivia with the boys in those years. 
 
Bernice enjoys travel.  She and Daniel traveled with 
friends to France, Switzerland, Germany, and Holland in 
conjunction with Mennonite World Conference in 1984.  
They also enjoyed trips to Arizona, New Mexico, 
Colorado, and Mexico.  Currently Bernice travels to 
England to see Michael and family and to Illinois to visit 
Doug and his family.  Her visits keep her in touch with 
her five grandchildren. 
 
Another life-changing event for Bernice was that 
September day in 2005, when she drove home from 
work to find that Daniel had been murdered in a 
senseless act of violence.   Bernice, with the help of 
family and friends, has focused on putting her life 
together in these challenging years.  She tells how this 
was the beginning of an inner search for meaning that 
led her on a spiritual path.  She looks for ways to find 
peace without having all the answers.  She says it’s 
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important to “choose my attitude and to do what you 
can.”   
 
Bernice moved to Ephrata in 2009 to simplify her life 
and to be closer to friends.  She volunteers at Ephrata 
Hospital and at the Re-Uzit store.  She is also involved 
with Bridge of Hope.   Walking and reading are two of 
her favorite pastimes.   Bernice values her connection to 
AMC all of these years.  Her experiences in House 
Church, especially when the boys were young, hold 
good memories.  The initial attraction of AMC with its 
open way of accepting all people is still important for 
Bernice.  
              ~Priscilla Ziegler 
 

 

DSECC 
By June Hershberger  

Sometimes it is difficult to find ways to make personal 
connections with the children and families that cross the 
threshold of the AMC building five days a week at 
Diamond Street Early Childhood Center. One person 
who searched until she has found ways is Carolyn 
Beyer. She has befriended a single mother (I’ll call her 
Jill) who just gave birth to her 5th child. Carolyn started 
last Mother’s Day by providing personal gift baskets for 
single moms at DSECC, along with others in the AMC 
Moms group. She has continued to ask me for names of 
women who need special support. During Jill’s 
pregnancy, Carolyn brought Jill baskets of goodies for 
the baby, her other children, and herself at various 
times. The week before Jill was due; Carolyn brought 
her a car seat and some diapers. She visited Jill at the 
hospital after she gave birth and took meals to Jill’s 
house for several weeks. Carolyn told me in an email, “I 
think Jill is a very good mom and I hope that we can 
remain friends, or at least acquaintances.  It's difficult for 
me to know when to stop "helping" and just be present 
in the moment.  Also I'm not sure sometimes how to just 
be available without being helpful.  Perhaps this will be 
a learning experience for me and Jill can minister to me 
in this way! Thanks for introducing us!” 

And thank you Carolyn for your generous heart and 
actions. 

Public Invited to Attend “Making Your 

Wishes Known” Seminar at Fairmount 

Homes 
 “Making Your Wishes Known: A Living Will is Not 
Enough” is an informative and interactive seminar 
discussing issues that may arise when individuals face 
life or death situations and are unable to speak for 
themselves. Joan Groh, Community Relations 
Representative for Hospice of Lancaster, will be 
presenting this program on Thursday, July 29, 2010 at 
1:30 p.m. in the Crest View Gathering Room on 
Fairmount’s Farm Crest campus. The public is invited to 
attend.  
  
This program is intended to look at the importance of 
answering difficult end-of-life questions ahead of time, 
and how to share your wishes with others. 
Complimentary copies of the booklet entitled "Five 
Wishes" will be provided for attendees. This booklet, 
when completed, does in fact become a legal advance 
directive. It is written in a way that makes this topic very 
easy to understand and share with others.  
  
Mark your calendar and plan to attend. No reservations 
are required.  
  
Fairmount Homes is a nonprofit continuing care 
retirement community located near Ephrata. The 
mailing address is 333 Wheat Ridge Drive, Ephrata, PA 
17522. Directions may be found on the web at 
www.fairmounthomes.org. 

 
ETHIOPIAN MEAL IN AUGUST 

 
The Zemedkun family is planning to serve Ethiopian 
lunches to raise funds for college tuition costs for their 
daughter, Ruhama, who is at EMU. This will be noon-3 
p.m. three days - Aug. 28, 29 and 30 at MCC Akron 
Meeting Place, Lower Assembly. The family with their 
friends are planning to prepare Enjera accompanied 
with variety of spicy and mild sauces (key siga wot, key 
misir wot, Alicha kik and atikilt wot), Ethiopian style 
rice (mix of lentil and fine vegetables), home baked 
bread and salad. It will be a buffet serving.  There will be 
Amaharic spiritual music as the lunch is served. 
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 Donations are accepted in cash or check or directly sent 
to EMU.  Mark your calendars and please share this 
information with your churches, families and friends. 
Those attending should kindly RSVP to zh@mcc.org. 

 
 

TABOR’S CONSUMER CREDIT COUNSELING 
SERVICE 

Tabor may be able to help you.  Call 397-5182, ext. 7 
today to schedule a free consumer credit counseling 
session!  Or apply online at www.cccscentralpa.org 
 

 

OUTDOOR GOSPEL CONCERT AT 

WOODCREST RETREAT 

 
Saturday, August 7, at 7:00PM with “True Heart” 
sharing southern gospel music and “Horst Brothers” 
playing bluegrass style gospel music.  A freewill offering 
will benefit the Children’s Summer Camp.  Bring lawn 
chairs.  Chicken BBQ meal served from 4:00-6:00PM.  
Call 738-2233 to reserve $8.00 meal tickets.  Concert will 
be held indoors in the event of inclement weather. 

 

Slow and Steady 
Evelyn Underhill 

Faithfulness is consecration in overalls. It is the 
steady acceptance and performance of the common 
duty and immediate task without any reference to 
personal preferences--because it is there to be done, 
and so is a manifestation of the Will of God.... The 
fruits of the Spirit get less and less showy as we go 
on. Faithfulness means continuing quietly with the job 
we have been given, in the situation where we have 
been placed; not yielding to the restless desire for 
change. It means tending the lamp quietly for God 
without wondering how much longer it has got to go 
on. Steady, unsensational driving, taking good care of 
the car. A lot of the road to heaven has to be taken at 
30 miles per hour. 

Source: The Fruits of the Spirit 

 

 

Pennsylvania Friends of Meserete 

Kristos College 
3rd Annual Fellowship Banquet 

“A Meserete Kristos College Collage” 

Friday, October 15, 2010, 6PM, Bird-In-Hand  

Family Restaurant, Bird-In-Hand, PA 

Ernie and Lois Hess taught English, Health/Wellness, 
and Marriage and Family at MK College from 2008-2010.  
They will share vignettes and photos of their work and 
relationships there.  Come enjoy delicious food, 
Ethiopian music, and fellowship with friends! 
 
Kindly RSVP by October 1 to Mamo Dula at 717-519-
2495 or AndreaEStoner@hotmail.com.  A freewill 
offering will be received to benefit Meserete Kristos 
College, Ethiopia. 

        

 
MENNONITE CHURCH USA CONVENTION 

PITTSBURGH 2011 
 
The Pittsburgh 2011 Web site 
www.mennoniteusa.org/convention has been launched 
and contains the many details you’ll need to start 
planning your participation in next year’s Mennonite 
Church USA convention.  See the first of many promo 
videos and find out why we are so excited about this 
year’s location!  Please bookmark it, forward the link to 
others in your congregation and check back often.  (We 
are looking for more convention stories for our 
Testimonials section, so please go to the “Why Come?” 
tab and tell us how conventions have inspired you.) 

 

 
HELLO FROM THE ZORRILLA’S 

The girls are finished with school and are happy to be 
reading & playing at home.    Beatrice graduated from 
grade six.  There also was a graduation party with fancy 
dresses and even some dancing.   
Andres's parents were down here for a several days. 
 Hugo was one of the speakers at the 60th anniversary of 
the Honduran Mennonite Church.   It was great to have 
them here. 
 
Work has been busy.  We leave today for two weeks of 
conferences; the culmination of several months of 
planning and logistics.  It will be held in the retreat 
center in the rain forest near Lake Yojoa south of here. 
MCC team members from Mexico, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, and Nicaragua are converging here for these 
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meetings.   We’re looking forward to seeing all these 
folks.  Check out our photos 
at http://www.flickr.com/photos/zorrilla4/ 
  

                 ~Andres & Amy 
 

PS - We inherited 2 chickens from some well-intentioned 
folks at church.  After serious protests from parts of the 
family, Andres stopped calling them "almuerzo" & 
"cena" [lunch & dinner].  They are enjoying the yard & 
lots of loving from the girls.  
**************************************************************** 
 

CONESTOGA MENNONITE CHURCH 
Conestoga will be celebrating their 250th anniversary on 
September 24-26, 2010.  You are invited to hear guest 
speaker John Roth, history professor from Goshen 
College.  For more information see the church bulletin 
board with the invitation giving the full schedule of 
events. 
 

. Email & Address Changes 
Bob & Susan Hurst:  email – rlhurst@frontiernet.net 
 

 
MCC is currently recruiting for an Executive Assistant 
for the MCC Executive Office. Letters of interest and 
resumes will be received through July 30. Please send 
letters/resumes to Prem Dick at psd@mcc.org. The full 
job description is available at 
http://mcc.org/serve/positions/executive-assistant-mcc-
executive-office. 
 
**************************************************************** 
Shaping Families Weekend of August 7, 2010 – Getting 

Along in Families 

Ken Medema, musician and composer, is the guest on 
Shaping Families this week talking about his family’s 
decision to form a multi-generational household.  Visit 
www.ShapingFamilies.com the weekend the program 
airs to download a podcast or the transcript.   
 
Shaping Families Weekend of August 14, 2010 

Volunteer All Your Life 

What do you want to do when you officially retire? 
Clayton and Ruth Steiner (Ohio) and Frieda and Henry 
Dyck (Alberta, Canada) are the guests on Shaping 

Families with insights on how volunteering has added to 
their later years. Visit www.ShapingFamilies.com the 
weekend the program airs to download a podcast or the 
transcript.   
 

 
 
Shaping Families Weekend of August 21, 2010 Losing 

an Infant 

What do you say when a friend or loved one loses an 
infant or small child?  Regina Cyzick Harlow shares her 
experience of losing her child on Shaping Families. Visit 
www.ShapingFamilies.com after August 20 to download 
a podcast or the transcript.   
 

Shaping Families Weekend of August 28, 2010 

Adopting in Kenya  
Infertility, tests, disappointment: John and Glenda 
Leonard went through it all. Then they decided to ditch 
all that and head to Kenya, Africa, where they found the 
family they had been longing for. Visit 
www.ShapingFamilies.com the weekend the program 
airs to download a podcast or the transcript.   

 
 

LANCASTER HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

 
will be holding a groundbreaking service for the two homes in 
Ephrata on August 17 at 8:30am.  The homes are located in the 
Autumn Hills Development between N. State and Church Streets in 
Ephrata.  We welcome anyone who would be interested in joining us 
for this service, and anyone who has an interest in volunteering to 
help build these homes.  For more information call Kate Zimmerman 
at 717-392-8836. 
 

eeee LOOKING AHEAD eeee 
July 30-Aug 1 – MYF Planning Retreat 
Month of August, no Christian Ed/Discipleship Hour classes 
Aug. 5 Men’s breakfast at Udder Choice; 7AM; with Earl 

Smoker as presenter 
Aug. 10 Congregational Council meeting; 7PM 
Aug. 10 Discipleship Hour Committee meeting; 7PM 
 

 
AMC Newsletter is printed monthly & distribution the last Sunday of 

the month. Give submissions to church office by the previous Monday.  
Editor: Janet Weber 
� � � � � � 

Jim S. Amstutz, Pastor  
Church office 717-859-1488: amc@akronmench.org 

www.akronmench.org 


