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Akron Mennonite Church Newsletter 
1311 Diamond Street, Akron, Pennsylvania 17501 November 2009
 
VISION FOR AMC 
Akron Mennonite Church will be fully engaged in God's 
mission in a broken world as we are called, equipped and sent 
by the Holy Spirit to follow Christ in life.  Shaped by the gifts 
and vision of our members, we will keep Christ and church at 
the center of our lives as we reach out to neighbors near and 
far and witness to the world around us through an 
Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of faith. 
 

 Worship Notes 
Jim S. Amstutz 

 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 
  -Colossians 3:15 
 
Mark Wenger directs the Lancaster extension of Eastern 
Mennonite University.  His Matters of Faith column in 
the October 18 Sunday News is titled “An Open Letter 
of Thanks.”  Mark writes: 
 One of my recent spiritual exercises has been to keep 
a gratitude journal. At the end of a day, I run a scan of the 
day's events and name the features, conversations or episodes 
for which I'm grateful. 
 
What would such a gratitude journal look like for you?  
Who and what are you most thankful for? 
 

14th century mystic Meister Eckhart wrote: If the 
only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it 

will be enough.  
 
We give thanks for who God is and what God does.  
Psalm 136:1 is a familiar theme in worship and prayer: 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures 
forever. 
 
What prayers would you include in your gratitude 
journal?  Irene Martin used to say “I’m thankful for what 
I have, not what I don’t have.” 
 
One of the Argentina pastors shared over lunch during 
their recent visit that his congregation has nearly raised 
enough money to put windows in the sanctuary.  How is 
it that those with so little can do so much, while those 
with so much often do so little? 
 

 

 
November 1 - Jim S. Amstutz 
       
November 8 - Dawn Yoder Harms 
 
November 15 - Jim S. Amstutz 
 
November 22 - Dawn Yoder Harms 
 
November 29 - Jim S. Amstutz  
 
 
When our MYFers returned from a week in New 
Orleans with MDS a year ago, many expressed gratitude 
for a place to live. This gratitude-by-comparison is not 
something that can be taught in books.  It is learning to 
give thanks with eyes wide open.   
 
Henri Nouwin captures the irony of gratitude among 
those who do without in his book ¡Gracias!: A Latin 
American Journal.  In his conclusion he writes:  I saw 
thousands of poor and hungry children, I met many young 
men and women without money, a job, or a decent place to 
live.  I spent long hours with sick, elderly people, and I 
witnessed more misery and pain than ever before in my life.  
But, in the midst of it all, that word lifted me again and again 
to a new realm of seeing and hearing: “Gracias! Thanks!” 
 
What are the everyday things you are thankful for?   
 
“Thank You” was a camp song popular in the mid-
sixties.  Written by German songwriter Martin G. 
Schneider, its seven verses express a spirit of gratitude: 
 
Thank you for giving me the morning. 
Thank you for every day that’s new, 
Thank you that I can know my worries 
can be cast on you. 
 
Thank you for all my friends and brothers, 
Thank you for all the men that live, 
Thank you for even greatest enemies 
I can forgive. 
 
Thank you, I have my occupation, 
Thank you for every pleasure small, 
Thank you for music, light, and gladness, 
Thank you for them all. 
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Thank you for many little sorrows, 
Thank you for every kindly word, 
Thank you that everywhere your guidance 
Reaches every land. 
 
Thank you, I see your Word has meaning, 
Thank you, I know your Spirit here, 
Thank you because you love all people, 
Those both far and near. 
 
Thank you, O Lord, you spoke unto us, 
Thank you that for our words you care, 
Thank you, O Lord, you came among us, 
Bread and wine to share. 
 
Thank you, O Lord, your love is boundless 
Thank you that I am full of you, 
Thank you, you make me feel so glad 
And thankful as I do. 

 

Connecting with Edgar & Gladys Stoesz 

 
Growing up in Mt. Lake, Minnesota, Edgar and Gladys 

Stoesz never imagined they would live most of their 

adult lives in Akron, Pennsylvania.  Edgar’s dream was 

to finish high school as quickly as possible so he could 

farm his beloved land. He loved the rhythm of the 

seasons and never wanted to do anything but farm. 

Gladys loved school, even diagramming the structure of 

English sentences, and dreaded the day when she would 

graduate and not be allowed to continue on to college. 

But life took an unexpected turn when, in 1954, after 

being married for two years, Edgar and Gladys did two 

years of alternative service with MCC in Allentown, PA 

and in Topeka, Kansas. They served their time and 

returned to Mt. Lake. When MCC called to invite them 

to move to Akron for one year, they went, believing it 

was only a year-long interruption to their lives on the 

farm in Mt. Lake. That one year turned into 53 years. 

They have lived in Akron ever since, still in the same 

house they first moved to. 

Edgar is grateful for the rich life they have experienced 

in Akron working with MCC, sending their children to 

the local schools and being part of AMC. They became 

very different people than they would be had they 

stayed in Mt. Lake. 

Gladys and Edgar grew up only about a mile apart, but 

their paths seldom crossed as children. They met at a 

winter Bible School in Mt. Lake and were married a year 

later. They have four children; Susan, Dean, Randy, and 

Kris. The children were, undoubtedly, shaped by the life 

and values their parents lived by. When agreeing to 

work with MCC, Edgar and Gladys felt they were taking 

a vow of poverty, knowing the salary was very low. Still 

there were incredible benefits in learning to know a 

larger world and in each of the children getting to travel 

with Edgar at some point. Sometimes it weighed on 

Edgar that he was gone so much: what if something 

happened to him? The Stoesz children survived and 

thrived with a full-time mother and a part-time father.  

Edgar worked extensively with MCC for 34 years until 

his retirement. He served as Director of Voluntary 

Service, which is now MCC U.S., and was the first 

secretary of Food and Hunger. He was also Director of 

U.S. and Latin America and then Associate Executive 

Secretary and finally, Europe Secretary for two years 

when they lived in Germany. During his entire time 

with MCC he also worked part time with Mennonite 

Indemnity.  Edgar’s work involved much travel. He is 

quick to credit Gladys with doing the lion’s share of 

raising the children and keeping the household running 

smoothly.  Daily Gladys had lunch ready for Edgar and 

the children who walked home from work and Akron 

Elementary school. She also had to make airport runs 

many times to pick up her husband from yet another 

trip. Things were different working with MCC in earlier 

days; travel for spouses was not part of the package. 

Gladys’ love for books has led her to work in many 

libraries. Right out of High School she worked in the 

library in Mt. Lake. When her children were young she 

volunteered in the Akron Elementary library.  At one 

point she was the librarian for MCC. She worked in the 

library at Hinkletown Elementary when daughter Kris 

taught there. Gladys still volunteers one afternoon a 

week at the Ephrata Public Library, where she used to be 

in charge of the book sale.  

Edgar and Gladys’ move with the group from 

Monterrey to begin Akron Mennonite Church in 1959 

was a “no brainer”. It was closer to their home and their 
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friends were part of the group. Over the years Edgar and 

Gladys have been involved in nearly every aspect of 

AMC. Gladys was the first female trustee and was chair 

of the library committee for 15 years. Edgar was Sunday 

School superintendent and congregational chair and has 

served on various committees including membership, 

gifts discernment, and stewardship. Gladys makes an 

effort to know everyone at church from the youngest to 

the oldest and notices when people are missing. 

In reminiscing about the beginnings of the church Edgar 

said the congregation has evolved in unexpected ways. 

As needs arose, church structure changed. What has 

happened over the years was not intentionally planned. 

For example, in the early years there were more personal 

connections among members. With growth, house 

churches were introduced to meet the needs for more 

connection.   

Edgar sees AMC as a diverse group with a wide range of 

political and theological views. AMC has never “split a 

lot of theological hair”. This can be a positive aspect. But 

the flip side has him troubled. “Do we have a center, or 

have we become so individualistic that it is difficult to be 

a fully functioning body of Christ?” Sometimes it feels 

like a loss to him that everything, including scripture, is 

so negotiable and open to personal interpretation. 

Gladys enjoys the many friends she has at AMC. She 

appreciates the support people show and the concern 

they have for her health. They both enjoy the music at 

AMC and think Pat Martin does a great job as music 

director. 

After Edgar retired from MCC, he chaired the board of 

Habitat for Humanity for seven years and the board for 

the American Leprosy Mission for four years. He 

continues to be active speaking, mostly about the 

spiritual work of non-profit boards and about Paraguay. 

Edgar enjoys woodworking, reading, and keeping up 

with the house repairs. Gladys is a hospitable person 

and has opened her home to many people over the 

years. She continues to enjoy reading. She also enjoys 

sewing. 

Edgar studied at Cornell for one year and proved to 

himself that he could handle academics even without the 

underlying courses of a college degree. Is anyone 

surprised that the caption under his High School 

yearbook photo read “for lo, when he doth speak, the 

windows stop rattling and listen.” Edgar’s work and 

mission in life have been very public. Gladys work and 

mission have been more private. Both have contributed 

much to their community, their church, and the broader 

world. 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
NEWS FROM THE JR. DEPARTMENT NURSERY 

TO GRADE 5 
Mary Jane Crockett 

  

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
November 2009 

NEWS FROM THE JR. DEPARTMENT 
NURSERY TO GRADE 5 

Mary Jane Crockett 
  
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
 

(logo Venture club) 
 
 
   
November 7 Venture Club 9:30-11:00am Saturday  
  Pottery at Peggy & Renee’s Fired Art  
  Studio - Grades 1-5 
 
 
CHILDRENS  OFFERINGS   
 
September and October: 
Our Jr. Department children collected $280 for Nickels 
for Neighbors 2009. 
Thank You  for your contributions to Sandy Hill 
Preschool playground and for Immanuel Community 
Church’s free food pantry, clothing exchange, and after 
school program.  
 
November and December: 
Join Jr. Education Classes and put together Christmas 
Bundles for girls and boys in the Hispanic Mennonite 
Council Churches. Everyone can help by putting 
together a Christmas Bundle.  
 
The list is below, and extra lists in the foyer.   
Choose for girl or boy (sizes 1-16): 
 
1. Girls-Dress, skirt & blouse or pants & top -sweater is 
optional. 
Boys- Shirt & Pants - sweater is optional. 
2. Toothbrush & small tube of toothpaste. 
3. Washcloth & bar of soap. 
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4. Toy, appropriate for age of boy or girl (ex. small book, 
ball, small doll, matchbox car, crayons & coloring book, 
game).  
5. Wrap the contents in a large bath towel and close with 
safety pin.  
 
Label the outside with size & boy or girl.  
Bring to Church by November 29, 2009.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

55 PLUS 
 

Meeting date has been changed to 

Sunday, Nov.15, 5-7PM 

A light meal with finger foods will be enjoyed at 5:00 

p.m. Program at 6:00 will be presented by Kent Douple 

on the varied church reactions to Nazism’s rise within 

Germany. 

 

This presentation was made to an Ephrata H.S. class on 

European History while Kent was a teacher there. Title: 

The Christian Churches in Hitler’s Germany, 1933-1945.”  

Learn how the state churches, and also fringe 

denominations such as Mennonites & Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, adapted to Nazi rule.  His report will also 

include a short video clip and time for discussion.    

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness 

Upcoming Events 

 
The Latin American Issues Group’s (LAIG) of the 

Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness (LIPW) will have a 

breakfast meeting at the Oregon Dairy Restaurant (2900 

Oregon Pike) on Saturday, November 7, beginning at 

8:30 a.m.  Ben Beachy, Middle Atlantic Regional 

Coordinator of “Witness for Peace,” will speak on drug 

fumigation in Colombia and other topics including the 

current situation in Honduras following his recent visit 

there.  For more information, contact H.A. Penner. 

 

Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness FALL PEACE 

FORUM - REV. ROBERT EDGAR - “Feeding the Hungry 

While Paying for War: Let the Light Break Forth - Isaiah 

58”.  Sunday, Nov. 8, 2:00-4:00 p.m. Church of the 

Apostles, 1850 Marietta Ave., Lancaster. BOB EDGAR is 

President and CEO of Common Cause, former Gen Secy. 

of the National Council of Churches, distinguished 

congressman and churchman. Public welcome at no charge. 

Ample off-street parking. 

The Congregational Life Committee is setting up a new 

service for those individuals in the congregation who do 

not feel comfortable driving to church during the winter 

months in inclement weather.  We will be happy to 

connect you with a volunteer driver from the 

congregation who would live relatively close to where 

you live and someone you can feel free to call when you 

would like a ride to and from church. If you are 

interested, please contact Amanda Herr (transportation 

co-coordinator) at 823-8744 or Anne Weaver at 354-7570. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Here is your opportunity to help those less fortunate 
than us.  Let’s make this a great time for them. Groceries 
are needed for the Friendship Community Church in the 
Bronx. Grocery bags will be handed out on Sunday, 
November 1 and we will start collecting the bags 
November 15.  Please purchase all of the items listed on 
the front of the bag and only those items.  Your help is 
needed to make this a success and it will be greatly 
appreciated.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Upcoming Events at Ten Thousand Villages 

 

 
Friday night live music in the Café 

6:30-8:30 
 

November 6 Jennifer Kathleen 
 Singer/songwriter, vocal and guitar 
November 13 Daryl Snider & Jason Mundok 

Singer/songwriters, vocal, guitar, sax and 
harmonica 

November 20 The Donnie Knaub Band 
 Fusion of rock, Texas blues and country, songs 
 of middle America 
November 27 Tom Post, Jr. 
 Acoustic guitar and vocals 
 
Community shopping nights coming in December! 
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Simply in Season class will resume on November 8 in 
Rooms 121&123. topics for the next three weeks include: 
taking time to cook, “slow” foods, food and the Bible, 
does the Bible have some guidance concerning food and 
eating, should I be concerned about food grown in 
China and/or Bolivia? Come and share your questions, 
ideas, thoughts, and suggestions. Remember to bring 
your copy of the cookbook Simply in Season. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Men’s Harmony Concert 
This free-will offering event will take place starting at 
7PM on November 21 at Forest Hills Mennonite Church 
located at 100 Quarry Road in Leola. The evening 
features vocal groups: Forest Hills Men’s Ensemble, 
Spare Parts, Landisville Mennonite Church Men’s 
Quartet and Friendship Five. For more information, call 
Betty Hess at 717-656-2466, ext 165. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ALL WELCOME: 

 

 The Board of Trustees and Administration at 

Hinkletown Mennonite School invite you to a Service of 

Dedication, Sunday, November 15, 2009 at 3:00 pm. 

 

Tours of the new facility and refreshments will follow 

the building dedication service. 

 

Hinkletown Mennonite School 

272 Wanner Road, Ephrata 

 
NYC BUS TOUR on Saturday, November 14th.  Plan 

your own day of shows, shopping & fun in New York 

City and leave the driving to us!  Charted bus ride 

leaving Hinkletown Mennonite School at 7am, returning 

by 10pm.  Reservations at 354-7100 or  office@hmsk8.org.  

Cost:  $50/person or $40/person before 10/31. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Contact Information 
Lester & Eileen Graybill - legraybill@frontier.com 

 

David, Starla and Arlen Moyer 

c/o Aleeta Kent 

RR 1 

Wembley, AB  T0H 3S0 

Email:  davenstar2000@yahoo.com.ar 

eeee LOOKING AHEAD eeee 
November 1 – Fellowship Meal w/ Dessert bar (MYF 

Fundraiser) 

November 2 – Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home @ 

7:00PM 

November 5 – Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice @ 

7:00AM; Chet Raber presenter 

November 7 – Venture Club, 9:30-11AM, AMC 

November 8 – Conscientious Projector Night: Pray the 

devil back to hell, 7PM 

November 10 – Congregational Life meeting @ 6:45PM 

November 10 – Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM 

November 15 – 55PLUS meeting with Kent Douple as 

speaker @ 5:00PM  

*Note the date change* 

November 16 – Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home @ 

7:00pm 

November 26 – Church office closed - Thanksgiving 

 

 

AMC Newsletter is printed monthly & distribution the last Sunday of 

the month. Give submissions to church office by the previous Monday. 

Editor: Janet Weber 
� � � � � � 

Jim S. Amstutz, Co-Pastor; Dawn Yoder Harms, Co-Pastor 

Church office 717-859-1488: amc@akronmench.org 

www.akronmench.org 
 
 
 


