ANNOUNCEMENTS
An AMC Orientation Seminar is planned for December 5, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (includes a light lunch) at the church.  This is for anyone new to AMC and those wishing to explore more formal association.  Contact Jerry Shank (733-4588) or Jim S. Amstutz (859-1488) for more information.

THANK YOU to everyone for your strong support once again for Friendship Community Church in the Bronx. 156 bags of groceries, 9 boxes of clothing, and some Sunday School materials were delivered and accepted with deep appreciation.  Attending the morning worship service were John, Leslie, Will & Emilie Nissley, Don & Elsie Gunden, Merv Landis, Ruth Weaver, & Al Claassen.  Please keep this struggling and needy community in your prayers.  We will still accept your bags of groceries and will donate them to Ephrata Area Social Services.  ~Sent Committee
THANKS AND THANKSGIVING: Akron Mennonite Church has received a gift from Irene Martin through her estate. It is a bequest of $106,000, and its use is undesignated. We rejoice in this gift to Akron Mennonite Church and give thanks for it.  AMC does not presently have a policy concerning undesignated large gifts such as this. Stewardship Committee will be making a recommendation to Church Council by the end of January 2010 as to a policy that deals with major undesignated gifts. The committee invites suggestions from members of the AMC congregation as to what that policy should be.  Pass your suggestions by early January 2010 to any Stewardship Committee member -- Lawrence Rupley, Mark Weaver, Jerry Meck, Doug Dirks, and Don Mellinger -- or to Janet Weber in the church office.

GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$9,575.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$508,619.21
$552,981


12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2009
$639,000.00
Last Sunday Attendance: 302
Co-Pastors: Jim S. Amstutz and Dawn Yoder Harms

Pastoral Team: Anne Weaver, Lloyd Kuhns & Karyn Nancarvis
Music Minister: Patricia Martin
Children’s Christian Education Minister: Mary Jane Crockett
Congregational Chair: Renny Magill; Administrator: Janet Weber; Secretary: Charity Shenk
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Song Leader
Jon Clemens
Worship Leader
Lorri Hardin
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Take heart! God is coming to make things right.

Gathering Music
Sue Youn
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors


Announcements


Music for meditation – Come, Light of the World


Brianna Brubaker & Madeleine Yoder
Lighting the Christ candle

Call to Worship 

Leader: We live in troubled times, waiting for God’s burst of light into our dark world.
People:  As we wait, we pray that the Lord will sustain us and help us to walk in a right path. May God cast out the fear of darkness and light up our lives with hope.
Leader: We greet Jesus’ coming to make things right.
ALL:      Let us worship God, whose mercy promises us new life through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Opening Prayer

Longing for light
STJ 54
Scripture reading
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Michael Hardin
O come, O come, Immanuel (st.1&2)
HWB 172
Advent wreath candle lighting

Lorri & Michael Hardin
I will trust in you

Leon Myers

Children’s Story
God makes it right for Christmas
Lynne Beth

Children are dismissed for Preschool Church. Teachers are: Jim & Donna Shenk; Tyler Horst & Maggie Weaver
O Savior, rend the heavens
HWB 175
Scripture reading
Luke 21:25-36
Michael Hardin
Sermon
Take Heart!
Jim S. Amstutz

Response: (based on Psalm 25:1-10)
Leader: 
Lord, in this time of Advent, we worry about the future and long for your purposes to be fulfilled. We pray with the Psalmist:


People: 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust.

Leader: 
In the midst of uncertainty and fear, we pray:

People:
do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.


Leader: We confess that we have tried many paths and that wandering has made us weary.


R1:
Make us to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.


R2: 
Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!


People:
We come looking for your grace, not because we deserve it, but because of your merciful love for all people.


R1:
As we wait, we rejoice in your goodness and righteousness. Teach us your ways.


R2: 
Good and upright is the LORD; all the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness.


ALL: 
God will make things right. Amen.

Come, though long-expected Jesus

HWB 178
Dedication of offering

First fruits offering
Sue Youn
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz
Jesus came – the heavens adoring
HWB 297
Benediction


COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are John & Janet Weber.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

Parents of Preschoolers
Room 132 (downstairs)

Parent Trek – Love & Logic
Room 133 (downstairs)

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

Sermon talkback
Room 222

Hospitality
Dawn’s Office

Sojourners
Jerry & Marlene Kaufman’s home

Book Study, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg
Room 14 

Koinonia
Lloyd & Goldie Kuhn’s home

TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Brian Weaver
NURSERY CHURCH: Dwight, Julie & Megan Yoder
NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Susan Hurst & Jon Clemens
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Marilyn Langeman, Mavis Olesen & Kate Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Jean Buchen & Dawn Nolt
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Jim & Donna Shenk; David Nancarvis & Matthew Nancarvis
MUG WASHERS: Nelson & Grace Weber
COFFEE SERVERS: Eileen Byler & Frieda Hildebrandt
The readers for the response after the sermon are Christina Bowman and Paul Martin.
THIS WEEK

December 1
Church council meeting, 7PM

December 3
Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice, 7:00 AM; Lawrence Rupley, speaker      

December 5
AMC orientation seminar, 9:00AM-2:00PM

LOoKING AHEAD
December 6
Adult choir rehearsal, 8:00AM

December 6 
Sunday Soup immediately after Discipleship Hour

December 7 
Women’s Bible Study @ Zem Martin’s home @ 6:30PM

December 12
Life Planning Mystery Dinner

December 13
Adult choir rehearsal, 8:00AM

December 13
Men’s choir rehearsal, 10:40-11:30AM

December 13 
Share-A-Life Christmas Caroling @ 5:30PM

December 18 
Venture Club @ Landis Valley bonfire, 6:30PM

December 20     Men’s choir rehearsal, 8:00AM



December 20 
Christmas Program @ 6PM, Dawn’s farewell & Christmas Tea

December 24 
Christmas Eve Service @ 7PM

December 24
Church office closed

December 25
Church office closed

December 27 
No Jr. Christian Education/Discipleship Hour classes

PRAYERS
Martha Brubaker returned home on Monday evening from the hospital after being admitted for cardiac testing.  She anticipates shoulder surgery in January and hopes to be back in circulation soon.
Thanks for your personal expressions of sympathy on the passing of my father, Allen Horst.  It feels good to be part of a caring community.  ~Earl & Lorene Horst

Pray for eight MYFers who will be baptized next Sunday, December 6: Christina Bowman, Will Broaddus, Megan Erb, David Nancarvis, Kate Smucker, Maggie Weaver, Hannah Yoder, and Megan Yoder.
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Bulletin Insert

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED

MYF Childcare for AMC Families with young children (Nursery - Grade 5), December 5, 2009 on Saturday 6 pm - 9 pm.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer.  Have fun enjoying a free evening shopping or dinner, etc. without your precious ones!
SUNDAY SOUP, December 6, 11:45AM.  Regular attendees and newcomers are invited to have lunch together and become better acquainted.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to attend.
THE MYF will have their Second Sunday Sub sale and you can place an order up until December 6th. Everyone interested can put in their order to be picked up on December 13th.  Sign up on the sheets displayed at the bulletin board in the foyer.  This time lemonade, chips, and other food items will be served (by the MYFers) in the Assembly Room on the 13th, if you'd like to stay and eat together.  This will be a very informal, light lunch that is self clean-up after our meal together :-) See any MYFer or Advisor with any questions.  

PLEASE drop off the following items to be served at the Christmas Tea the evening of December 20.  Using your family last name, those A-H bring 2 lbs. of cubed cheese; I-P bring 8-10 servings of washed fresh fruit including grapes, apples, strawberries and/or pineapple; and Q-Z bring 3 dozen cookies.
CALLING ALL SINGERS:  The adult choir will be singing for two services in December – December 13 for the morning worship service and December 20 for the evening Christmas Program.  Two Sunday morning rehearsals are scheduled for December 6 and 13 at 8:00 AM.  See Patricia Martin for a folder of music.

