Volunteers are needed for the next Ephrata Community Meal to be prepared and served by Akron Mennonite Church.  The meal will be served on Thursday evening, November 5th at the First United Methodist church on Church Street in Ephrata.  We need approximately 20 volunteers to help prepare and/or serve the meal and we also need volunteers to donate pies.  We will need 18-20 pies.  Please contact Jean Buchen at 396-0025 or jbuchen@kthighland.com with questions or to volunteer.

A small group is planning to read and discuss the book, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg.  We will meet October 25 - November 29 during discipleship hour.  This will be a small group of 12-15 people.  If you would like to join us, please contact Jean Buchen at 396-0025 or jbuchen@kthighland.com.

Please provide Outreach Commission with your suggestions for the Christmas Thank Offering. Up to two projects and programs in Local, National, and International categories will be selected to receive the annual Thank Offering.  Please provide a description of the project or program that you would like to nominate to receive a share of the Thank Offering to Lloyd Chapman either in his church mailbox or via email at lchapman@dejazzd.com.

LIBERIA ACTIVIST: “Pray the Devil Back to Hell,” a documentary about anti-violence activist Leymah Gbowee, will be shown at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church on Wednesday, October 21, at 7 p.m. The documentary is just over an hour and will be followed by a conversation with Leymah Gbowee. Leymah, who holds an MA in conflict transformation from EMU’s Center for Justice and Peacebuilding, organized hundreds of women to protest Liberia’s civil war from 2003-2005, helping to end the violence. Seating is limited to 200, and child care is provided. RSVP to Marci Myers at 800-368-3383 or myersmk@emu.edu. 

FOR FREE SEASONAL FLU SHOTS FOR THE UNINSURED: For information on location and to register, please call the Wellness Center at 544-3811.  ALSO Ephrata Kmart is offering seasonal flu shots on October 16 for $25.  Walgreens are offering flu shots for $24.99.  Call the respective location for more information.
Thanks for your generous contributions of more than $30,000 on AMC’s 50th anniversary.                                                                                   ~ Stewardship Committee
GIVING & BUDGET


Last Week
Weekly Budget

Giving for General Fund
$6,180.00
$12,288.46


Actual
Budget
Year-to-date General Fund
$437,409.16
$491,538


12 Month Budget
 

January-December 2009
$639,000.00
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October 11, 2009
Song Leader
Herman Bontrager
Worship Leader
Christina Martin
GATHERING TO PRAISE
Gathering Music
Dawn Yoder Harms
Welcome and Introduction of Visitors



Announcements


Music for meditation
Dawn Yoder Harms
Lighting the Christ candle

Call to worship



L:

Lord, you are our God.

P:

You have not only given us life, you have made us able to think about its meaning and to choose to work for what is good.

L:

In the world much is confusing; many voices strive to be heard. Yet we have your word to guide us, the life and teaching of Your Son, the example of many faithful Christians.

P:

We have known your hand to hold us fast, your steps marking out the way for us. We long to know you still.


L: 
Your presence transforms even the darker times. With you we need not be afraid. Nothing can separate us from your love.



ALL: Draw out from us such an answering love, that in our time of testing we may not fall away. AMEN
I’ll praise my Maker
HWB 166
God is here among us
HWB 16
Children’s Story
Nickels for Neighbors
Mary Jane Crockett

Children are dismissed for Preschool Church. Kris & Patrick Leaman; Hannah Yoder, Peter Wise
Our Father who art in heaven            
Ron Guenther, Leader
HWB 351


HEARING THE WORD
Scripture Reading 

Luke 11: 1-13
Sermon

Teach us to pray
Jim S. Amstutz
God of our life


HWB 486
RESPONDING TO GOD
Dedication of offering
First fruits offering
Patricia Martin
Lord, listen to your children
HWB 353
Congregational Prayer
Jim S. Amstutz
Lead us, O Father

HWB 359
Benediction


COMMUNITY LIFE (10:15-10:40 AM)

Everyone is welcome to participate in coffee/tea fellowship following the worship service.  Guests, please sign the guest book in the foyer next to the Welcome Desk.  Greeters today are members of our MYF.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC (10:20-10:40AM)

Kindergarten-Grade 5
Room 132

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (10:20-11:30AM)

Age 2-Grade 12 – classrooms listed on bulletin board

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (10:40-11:30AM)

AMC History - Pilgrims on a Journey
Sanctuary

Parents of Preschoolers
Room 132 (downstairs)

Parent Trek – Love & Logic
Room 133 (downstairs)

Twenties & Thirties
Jim’s Office

TODAY

SOUND PERSON: Bryan Beyer
NURSERY CHURCH: Kris Leaman, Marilyn Langeman, Katie Smucker 

NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Helena Dueck & Sara Wiegner
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY CHURCH: Jon Clemens, Mavis Olesen, Rachel Smucker
NEXT SUNDAY NURSERY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: Miriam Buckwalter & Susan Hurst
NEXT SUNDAY PRESCHOOL CHURCH: Kris & Patrick Leaman; Megan Erb, Jenna Stoltzfus
MUG WASHERS: Peter & Sue Passage
COFFEE SERVERS: Crystal & Doug Martin
Conscientious Projector night @ 6:30PM; 
Lay Saints: A Christian Peacemaker Team in War Torn Baghdad
THIS WEEK

October 13 - Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM, Room 133; this is an open meeting and you are welcome to attend if you wish.
LOoKING AHEAD

October 18 – Men’s choir rehearsal @ 8AM

October 18 – Tone Chimes rehearsal @ 8AM in Room 132

October 18 – Sunday Soup @ 11:45AM followed by CROP WALK

October 19 – Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home @ 7:00PM

October 23 – DSECC Fall Festival, 5:00-7:30PM

October 24 – ACC Fall Assembly @ Rohrerstown Mennonite Church; 8:30AM

October 24 – Jr. MYF Barn Party @ 6:30-8:30PM

October 25 – Share-A-Life hayride/games @ the Harnish farm

November 1 – Fellowship Meal

November 2 – Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home @ 7:00PM

November 5 – Men’s breakfast @ Udder Choice @ 7:00AM; Chet Raber presenter
November 8 – 55PLUS meeting with Kent Douple as speaker @ 5:00PM

November 10 – Congregational Life meeting @ 6:45PM

November 10 – Congregational Council meeting @ 7PM

November 13-14 – Membership Seminar

November 16 – Bible Study @ Irma Bowman’s home @ 7:00pm

PRAYERS
Pray for the Argentine partners as they travel home tomorrow.
We got news this week that David's visa for Canada is ready to be issued, so we plan to leave November 1 to move to Alberta, Canada.  Thanks for your concern and prayers for us during this process and your friendship during our years at AMC.  Also, please talk to one of us if you are interested in buying a car that we are selling.                                                                            ~ David & Starla Moyer
Thank you for your prayers, visits, calls, cards, and meals following my recent hospitalization for back surgery.  A special thank you to the congregation for the prayer shawl and flowers received in the hospital.  I felt very connected to the church community during this time.                                                    ~ Dale Hershey
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CROP Walk is next Sunday at 1:00 pm at the Ephrata Church of the Brethren.   Join others from Akron/Ephrata churches in responding to overcome poverty.   Last year 128 walkers raised $13,130.  Register today at the CROP table in the lobby.  Contact Ken or Marilyn Langeman (717-859-3840 or ken.marilyn.langeman@gmail.com) for more information.  

SUNDAY SOUP, October 18, 11:45AM.  Regular attendees and newcomers are invited to have lunch together and become better acquainted.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to attend. 

NEEDED for Akron Elementary School:  sweat pants, children's medium - Size 8 - 10 and 12 – 14, generic long sleeved tops in similar sizes & young girl's socks.  A box marked Clothes for Akron Elementary School is under the mailboxes in the Narthex.  PARENTS:  When you go through your children's clothes for winter, save the good outgrown clothes for kids who have accidents during school hours. 
Diamond Street Early Childhood Center is 40 years old this year! We are celebrating with a Fall Festival, Friday, October 23, from 5:00-7:30 pm. There will be food, activities, and games for all; both indoors and outdoors. Everyone is invited to join us.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE IN AKRON:  Please consider donating blood to the Red Cross! The regional branch of American Red Cross schedules Community Blood Drives at Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), 21 South 12th St., Akron, every two months.  The next drive will at the MCC Dining Hall (behind the offices) on Sat., Oct. 24, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Please call 299-5561 Ext. 220 or visit givelife.org to schedule an appointment to be a donor.  

If you wish to feel more connected at AMC, have you considered joining a House Church Group?  We extend an invitation whether you are a new attender or a seasoned member.  Please be in touch with Ruth Detweiler, Coordinator to explore the possibilities: phone-859-2806 or email ruthd@dejazzd.com. 

